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INTRODiCTION 

"Why do you even matter?" 

As an HBCU, we are proud of our legacy educating young men and women. As 
students, it is difficult to be understood or sometimes noticed in environments that 
are fast paced and occupied by a large number of students and faculty. At large 
universities, many students and even faculty members do not have the opportunity to 
express their individuality and uniqueness. 

The reason the Utica campus Yearbook staff decided to create the "Why do you even 
matter?" theme question was so that every student and faculty member could express 
themselves, in order for them to shine and show their significant talent and purpose 
as individuals. 

One challenge our society faces is that too many people are misunderstood by their 
race, ethnicity, financial status, religion, family, background and gender. We hope this 
theme helps enlighten people about the power and importance of self and 
individuality in order to eliminate these common stereotypes and misunderstandings. 
When students, faculty, and members of our community answer this question, they 
are taking many things into consideration. They are allowed to take a closer look at 
who they really are without judgment. They are asked to share a small piece of 
themselves that they felt others did not know, that made them unique, or something 
honest about themselves they felt strongly about and that everyone should know. 

"Why do you even matter?" is a provocative question that forces us to think hard 
about our importance. It is crucial to understand and appreciate our individuality and 
understand that it is from daring to be different that we are given an opportunity to 
say what makes us feel and know that we are unique. This year's theme question helps 
students stand out and know that despite the fast paced environment, every student 
matters - and every administrator, instructor, coach, mentor, librarian, adviser, police 
officer, janitor, cook and staff member matters. In short, Hinds-Utica: "U MATTER!" 

Everyone has a purpose and with one person missing that purpose is defeated 
because everyone is given a position and responsibility that is important, special, and 
one of a kind. No matter your rank, position, power, or status, you should always be 
willing to appreciate everyone's talent and purpose in life because just like you matter, 
I matter too. 



Daphine Ndishabandi 
2017 Uticanite Editor in Chief 
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Daphine Ndishabandi 











FROM THE PRESIDENT... 


Dear Hinds-Utica Students, 

Congratulations on the completion of another academic year. To 
those of you graduating this year, I am proud of your achievement 
and wish you every success. Know that all of us at the college stand 
behind you as you represent Hinds at the university level or in the 
workforce. 



Dr. Muse represents our entire district at events around the state. Here is is delivering an 
address to the annual Utica Thanksgiving Scholarship Dinner (left) and talking to the 
assembled crowds at Fall commencement ceremonies. 


The community college holds a special place in my heart - not only 
have I led Hinds as your president for 39 years, I got my academic 
start with an associate’s in 1949 from East Central Community 
College. Growing up on a farm in rural Hickory Flat, Miss., I was 
given an opportunity by a community college to further my 
education. While the days of milking the college cows at 4 o’clock 
every morning to help pay my tuition are long behind me, I remain 
committed to keeping college affordable for all students. My work 
at Hinds has been focused on that effort and I’m proud to say that 
community colleges in Mississippi continue to represent a 
tremendous value, delivering a high quality academic education at 
a fraction of the cost of a four-year university. 

I am often asked why I have served in education for more than 60 
years. As the son of a minister, I remember well those early lessons 
from the Good Book that if you want to be the greatest, you have 
to serve others. I don’t see any other calling than being sensitive 
to the needs of people who are around you. This is the philosophy 
by which I’ve lived my life. And it’s the basis for our motto here at 
Hinds: we are here for the student. 

I would encourage you to get involved in the life of your college, 
from honorary student organizations to athletics. Make the most 
of those opportunities at Hinds, and I guarantee that you will reap 
the benefits for many years to come. 

I would also urge you to maintain your connection with Hinds as 
an active alumnus after you graduate. Both the Hinds Foundation 
and the Alumni Association offer many opportunities for you to 
become involved in the life of the college. We hope to see you 
back on campus for the many special events and programs we offer 
throughout the year. Many of you have benefited from the work 
of these organizations in the form of a scholarship from alumni, 
professional or community organizations, employers and friends 
of the college. Those scholarship pools speak to the value that the 
community places on a Hinds education, and to the close 
relationship we have been fortunate to foster among our alumni 
and friends. 

In closing, allow me to express how proud I am that you have 
entrusted Hinds Community College with your education. It is my 
hope that your time at Hinds has offered the same life-changing 
experience as the community college did for me when I first stepped 
on campus 70 years ago. 
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President’s Message 


Sincerely, 

Dr. Clyde Muse 




FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT 


Greetings Hinds Community College -Utica Campus 
2016-17 College Yearbook Readers! 


It is now year four and I am proud to be the leader of this great 
historic institution! We have faced many challenges but we have 
accomplished a lot in these shortyears. Hinds Community College - 
Utica Campus is a Historically Black College/University, founded in 
1903 for the purpose of giving opportunities to African-Americans 
in education. My executive team has accepted the challenge and 
worked hard to “Embrace and Continue the Legacy.” As we all 
“Embrace the Future,” it is important that we are relevant and 
accommodating to the needs of society. 

As you explore the following pages, you will see our theme 
throughout “U MATTER” because with everything we do, you, the 
students are the focus. It is an exciting time on the Utica Campus 
and each day looks brighter and brighter! 

The activities featured in our yearbook reflect all of the wonderful 
programming that provides vibrancy, opportunity and 
achievement. The collaborative efforts of our faculty, staff, 
students, community members and alumni are continuing to grow. 
We have progressed in the assessment of our programs, policies 
and practices to ensure that learning is at the core of everything we 
do. We are continuing to improve each facility but our most proud 
facility accomplishment is the completion of the Louis Stokes 
Student Center. We will fully utilize this new structure summer 2017. 

As I always stress, everyone at the Utica Campus, students and 
employees, play a key role in our success! Your feedback and 
suggestions are desired and necessary. I am sure that the contents 
of our yearbook will present to you what I already believe. . . The 
Utica Campus, with its rich history, is an outstanding community of 
learners whodeeply value teaching, learningand caring. I encourage 
you to take the time to review our yearbook, learn more about the 
Hinds Community College-Utica Campus and our commitment to 
EDUCATION and SUCCESS! 

Remember to “Make Prosperous Decisions NOT Popular 
Decisions!” 

Thank you again for your unwavering support as we continue our 
move forward toward the shared vision of becoming a leader 
among community colleges! 

Sincerely, 




Dr. Debra Mays-Jackson 
Vice President 

Utica/Vicksburg Campus & Administrative Services 


Dr. Mays-Jackson's role is primary to cast a vision for this campus and she shares 
that regularly with all who will listen. Whether at a district strategic planning meeting 
(left) or an event on campus such as the Thanksgiving Dinner (right), Dr. Mays- 
Jackson inspires us all to reach for greatness. 



Vice President's Message 
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Utica 
Affirmations 


v 


Each month, the faculty selected a different affirmation to 
guide us through the month. Share the #UMatter inspiration. 


"Be yourself. An original is always 
3 worth more than a copy." 

O) - Suzy Kassem 

< 


"Education is our passport to the 
& future, for tomorrow belongs to the 
£ people who prepare for it today." 



6 Student Life 



Why do you matter? 



"I matter because I have younger siblings that depend on me to be there for 
them as a role model and adviser. I matter because I am part of a younger 
generation who will soon become the influencers of the world. I matter because 
as ayoung, African American woman, I have to stand up for and make a name 
for not only African American women, but women overall, lam part of a greatly 
changing society and as ayoung person growing up in this society, I have an 
obligation to guide our younger generation to something better.” 

-Keilah Drake 



"I matter for many relevant reasons. I'm a one of a kind individual. I'm a source 
of much kindness for all types of people that are around me. I also matter 
because I'm blessed with good energy and great vibes that I don't selfishly keep 
to myself. I motivate others, give them a listening ear, and broaden perceptions 
almost always. I feel as if I help my surrounding community bear fruits and 
flourish. I also matter because I have a big heart and don't mind helping people. 
I matter because I embody the vision of many to spread love, peace, truth, 
freedom, and justice. I matter because I want for better and strive everyday to 
beat the statistics. I matter because I'm my own person, with my own mind, 
with a greater purpose." 

-Edmond McDonald 



"I matter because Cod made me who I am in His own image. I have goals in 
life where i want to give back to my city and community. I matter because I 
have a young girl who I help raise, as well as a niece and little sister that look 
up to me to be great. I matter because I try to my full ability to help someone 
who didn't wake up with a smile on their face. I believe I also matter because 
my parents gave the best they had to give me what I need to go to school, and 
get the best out of my life to bless someone else just as I was blessed.” 

-Allison Allen 




Student Life 



" Never give up on a 
dream just because 
of the time it will 
take to accomplish 
it, that time will pass 
away." 


"Imagine with all your mind, 
Believe with all your heart, 
Achieve with all your might." 

Porsha Boston 



"OMG, I have finally discovered 
what's wrong with my brain; 


On the left side, there is nothing 
right; on the right side, there is 
nothing left." 



Monica Williams 


"hTHIS is is 



Experience the College life and enjoy. 

You are the paws in the first year, 

You are ministers and the kings and queens of the 
campus in your second and final year! 



" Someone once told me I had a million 
dollar smile and since then, I have always 
smiled, hoping that my smile will pay for 
my college education." 

Lillian Greer 



" She told me to stop and take a picture 
while I was headed to class. If I made a 
tardy I hope that my instructor looks at this 
quote in the yearbook and gives me an 
excused absence with some extra credit." 

Keiah Drake 



" In life we have to be prepared at all times. 
Just like my picture, I wasn't smiling for a 
picture, i actually did not know it was being 
taken, i was smiling because,. ..hmmm. Why 
was i smiling?" 




This is Us 










college life 



This year at Utica, we’ve had our ups and 
downs, but through it all we know that we 
matter. College has taught us that fulfilling 
our dreams is in our hands. With all our 
newly found freedom, comes the 
responsibility to make our own way in life. 
But that's not to say we aren't having fun 
along the journey! 




College Life 










#HINDSlUFE 


#HindsllLife is the Utica Campus's hashtag 
for students to submit campus moments and 
share them on the @hinds_u_matter 
Instagram and Facebook page for a chance 
to be featured in the yearbook. 


Unlike most college campuses, the Utica 
Campus is a family and we look after each 
other. The Utica family lives together, works 
together, supports each other and never gives 
up on our dream for success. 


A picture is worth a thousand words, but this time we put it 
in lyrics. Guess which song each lyrical line comes from that 
matches the mood or action in the picture. 



"Now that it's raining 
more than ever, know that 
we still have each other, 
you can stand under my 
umbrella.." 




"As we go on, we 
remember, all the times 
we had together, as our 
lives change, come 
whatever, we will always 
be friends forever." 



"Clap along if you feel like a "Some say the blacker 
room without a roof, clap the berry, the sweeter 
along if you feel happiness is the juice, I say the darker 
the truth, clap along if you the flesh the deeper the 
know what happiness is to roots.." 
you, clap along if you feel like 
that's what you wanna do.." 


Daphine Ndishabandi 













Our Hinds Heroes 



GERALD COLLINS 


DORIS McCLURE 


From his nomination letters... Letter 1: "He is always 
educating the class on not only our major but also 
the issues that are happening around the world, 
really opening our eyes on the bigger picture 
outside of school which is life itself." 

Letter 2: "Mr. Gerald Collins is more than a 
professor to his students. Collins goes out on a 
limb for all of his students. He is very patient and 
caring, yet stern." 


From her nomination letter... "Mrs. McClure is 
helpful, dedicated, hardworking, loyal and is an all 
around fantastic employee and person. She comes 
in early and stays late just to make sure her team 
has everything they need to be successful. She 
gives 110 percent of herself in all that she does. She 
loves her campus and she loves Hinds as a whole. I 
know my day is going to go well when she's in the 
office. She makes working here at Hinds amazing." 



DENISE TAYLOR 


From her nomination letter... "Denise is a hard working 
administrative assistant. She goes out of her way to 
serve students in the office of Student Services. Denise 
goes beyond the call of duty to assist students. Many 
times people don’t see and recognize students 
sometime comes with baggage they did not ask for 
and can't fix all by themselves. A few students have 
personal needs such as books they cannot afford, 
financial assistance to attend conferences or buy food, 
and yes, homelessness. Denise gives out of her pocket 
and doesn’t hesitate to ask other support staff to assist 
in giving until a student needs have been meet. She has 
a heart for student well being. Denise certainly has 
been a Hero to many students in need at Hinds 
Community College-Utica Campus. Many times I have 
heard her supervisor, Dr. Rush, say Mrs. T takes care of 
the needs in this office! Denise Taylor serves on the 
mother board, directs VBS, and is active in Sunday 
School at Rohelia M. B. Church. She is well known for 
her good work in the Utica community. 



In an effort to continually offer 
top-notch service, Hinds 
Heroes Recognition has been 
established to recognize 
members of the Hinds family 
who have aided you or been a 
hero to you. Realizing that all 
employees of Hinds 
Community College are in a 
position to make a difference in 
the lives of the people they 
serve, the Hinds Heroes 
Initiative is a program to 
recognize any employee who is 
a "hero" in the life of a person. 
These individuals are rewarded 
for their efforts to go beyond a 
job description by being 
recognized. The program is 
based on the idea that 
nominees should be: 

Hinds Employees Reflecting 
Outstanding and Exceptional 
Service. 



Our Hinds Here 






campus life 










go red for women/homecoming fun 
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Sunday, October 16 
Bobby C. Cooper Fine Arts Center 


HOMECOMING 2016 


* 


Gospel Explosion 
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In a new campus tradition this 
year, Utica celebrated Veteran's 
Day with a balloon release 
honoring the men and women 
of our Armed Forces. 

Receiving special honors during 
the ceremony was Col. (Ret.) 
Paul Willis, the JPS Director of 
Army Instruction. Col. Willis has 
been inducted into the Army 
ROTC National Hall of Fame for 
his work overseeing the largest 
JROTC program in the state. A 
25-year veteran of the US Army, 
Col. Willis is an Edwards native 
who currently lives in Utica. 

Dean Shelton (left) presented 
him with a gift basket of Utica 
memorabilia. 


Veteran's Day 
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Homecoming Week 2016 kicked off on Monday with a 
bang with our Bulldog Carnival and Clow Up or Clow 
Out block party. Percy King brought out all his creatures 
for some sideshow fun. Lots of blowup rides filled the 
plaza, along with music, games and fun. Cosmetology 
students offered free nail designs and a photo booth 
captured crazy hats, poses and more. A portable 
basketball hoop provided opportunity for dunking 
hile the DJ brought the music for 
dancing. Ice cream, nachos, 
and chicken strips 
rounded out the culinary 
delights as the entire 
campus enjoyed a 
beautiful Utica afternoon 
under the big top. 


Campus Carnival 
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STlDENT LEADER 



The Associated Student Government or 

ASG is a leadership group on the Utica 
campus dedicated to being an organized 
voice for all the students on campus and to 
represent the students in college decision 
and policy making. Members of ASG are 
involved in a variety of community service 
projects and take a one hour leadership 
class each semester to hone their skills. 

This year, our campus ASG was 
instrumental in pitching a district level 
proposal for student-created campus tour 
apps which would allow each campus the 
ability to create a personalized tour 
experience for new students to learn more 
about each campus. 


The 2016-2017 ASG members are, front 
row from leftjorene' Evans, secretary; 
Monica Williams, president; Delesha 
Butler, commuter representative; Jean 
Greene, ASG advisor; back row, Jeffery 
Fairley, treasurer and public relations 
representative; Aaron Jones, business 
manager; and Richard Neal, vice president. 



Student Leadership 
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Throughout the year, the campus 
holds academic achievement 
ceremonies to recognize the 
continued hard work of students. In 
this ceremony, held in February, Dr. 
Erin Vaughn Jones and Dr. Mitchell 
Shears presented certificates to 
students receiving an A or B in their 
academic coursework. 

Dr. Jones (left) is the new campus 
director of Intervention and 
Instruction Equals Retention and 
Graduation. I2=RG is a student 
support program designed to help 
students reach their academic goals. 




Academic Achievement 









Photo Credit 


The Black Man's Burden: 
William H. Holtzclaw and 
the Mississippi HBCU 
Connection 


Utica students had the opportunity to participate in 
many programs related to a NEH grant, co-directed by 
Jean Greene and Dan Fuller. The project involved the 
creation of a new team-taught humanities class where 
the humanities instructors (Dan Fuller, Ivie Ero, Sharon 
Melton, Bobby Cooper, Randy Minton, Jean Greene, 
and Apryl Trimble) each taught a section of the class 
from their area of expertise related to William Floltzclaw 
and Southern Black education. 

Students heard from several nationally regarded 
academics through the Floltzclaw Lecture Series, 
participated in an academic symposium at JSU on the 
Black press (right), and traced Floltzclaw's footsteps in a 
historical tour of the Mississippi Delta. 


The Holtzclaw Lecture Series presents 



Thursday, October 27 at 7 p.m. 


Jones will be signing copies of A Dreadful Deceit at 6:30 p.m. 


Gore Art Gallery at Mississippi College 


The Holteclaw Lecture Series has been made possible In part by a major grant from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities: Exploring the human endeavor. 

B HINDS Mississ . pjHumanii V Humanities \TC English 
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The Holtzclaw Lecture Series presents 




Performing 

Jubilee: 

The History 
& Legacy 
of the Utica 
' Jubilee Singers 

by Dr. Bobby G. Cooper 


Tuesday, April 11 at 6 p.m. 
Bobby G. Cooper Fine Arts Center 

Hinds Community College - Utica Campus 




Utica students heard from Dr. Ivory Phillips a long-time professor of history at Jackson State 
University. Above that, humanities students Carolyn Marion (left), Twila Hill and Areleatha Gipson 
(right) building a timeline of Holtzclaw's journey to Mississippi. 


Flumanities Research 










T-feritage 

Exploring trte Humanities 


Intro to the Humanities Students Engage 


in Undergraduate Research 

This year, students in our Introduction to the 
Humanities course each selected an undergraduate 
research project. Our goal with these projects is to 
familiarize students with critical research skills in the 
humanities, as well as allow them the opportunity to 
develop and present their research to a wider audience. 
Students presented their findings at the end of the 
semester, along with an opportunity to present at the 
annual MC-Tougaloo Undergraduate Research 
Symposium in the Spring. This research is used to support 
the ongoing work of the Holtzclaw Institute. 

Students selected their projects in consultation with a 
faculty mentor based on their area of interest. The 
projects required regular meetings with the mentors and a 
minimum of 20 hours of work. In August, we presented 
students with the following topic ideas as a starting place 


Photo Credit 



Historically U - Constructing a Campus Tour App 




for their work: 

Focus on the Jubilee singers and the importance of the 
group and their connection with the school’s success 
(student project: transcribe some of Dr. Cooper’s 
Tougaloo project Oral History interviews) 

Create a newsletter of current events on campus and 
connect with historical events from the campus 
Use video or presentation tools to illustrate the journey 
from Tuskegee to Utica 

Archival study — selected students work with Ms. 
Greene to preserve current information (possibly pair with 
community volunteer to identify photos, type finding 
guides at the folder level, etc.) . 

Create panels for a walking path presented initially as a 
temporary exhibit, then write a grant for 
permanent display 

Film clips which could be used in future 
projects 

Create a map of Holtzclaw related places 
(where did faculty, staff, students come 
from. . .where did they go?) — using Google 
maps or CIS software 
Annotations for Black Man’s Burden 
Editing raw video of Holtzclaw Lecture 
Series talks 

Research Holtzclaw’s family tree 
Create a location/tour app 
Research differences between different 
educator’s autobiographies (i.e. BTW & 

Holtzclaw) 

Create replicas of buildings — architectural 
models 


Jorene’ Evans and 
Monica Williams 

presented their 
research at the MC- 
Tougaloo 
Undergraduate 
Research 
Symposium in 
March. Their 
project involved 
archival research to 
create a campus 
tour app focused 
on placing the 
history of the 
institution in the 
context of the 
modern Utica 
campus. 


Humanities Research 


Jorene' Evans and Monica Williams 
Hinds Community College-Utica Campus 




Utica Health Fairs 




Several times a year, the Utica campus 
holds health fairs for the entire campus 
community. Various community health 
organizations come to share information 
with us about healthy living choices. The 
first few photos to the right are from our 
outdoor health fair in the fall, while the 
lower photos are from the indoor version 
in the spring. 
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Health Fair 






The Holtzclaw Lecture Series presents 


Holtzclaw Lecture Series! 



Performing 
Jubilee: 




The History 
& Legacy 
of the Utica 
Jubilee Singers 


l 


by Dr. Bobby G. Cooper 

Director, Utica Jubilee Singers and Humanities Chair at 
Hinds Community College - Utica Campus 

Tuesday, April 11 at 6 p.m. 
Bobby G. Cooper Fine Arts Center 

Hinds Community College - Utica Campus 


L5JJ ct!™^ MississippiHumanities HUmamtieS 

UTICA CAMPUS 


William H. Holtzclaw is the founder of the Utica Normal and 
Industrial Institute, which later became Utica Junior College, 
and is now the Utica Campus of Hinds Community College. 


< and is now the Utica Campus of Hin 

r\\ H 


nt tor the Humanities: Exploring the human endeavor. 


Our Spring lecture in the Holtzclaw 
Lecture Series was delivered by 
Utica's own, Dr. Bobby G. Cooper. 
Dr. Cooper explored the history of 
the Utica Jubilee Singers and 
provided a multimedia lecture, 
complete with archival video clips, 
early sound recordings of the 
Jubilees from the 1920s, as well as 
live performances by today’s Jubilee 
Singers. 




NEH Grant co-director Dan 
Fuller welcoming the crowd 
and introducing Dr. Cooper. 


History instructor Jimmie 
Jones and NEH grant co- 
director Jean Greene sharing 
a light moment before the 
talk. 


Dr. Cooper's lecture covered 
the entire history of music at 
Utica from the early days of the 
Institute, to the Opera South, 
to today. 


Jean Greene presenting Dr. 
Cooper with an original 
recording of "Angels Watching 
Over Me" by the Utica Institute 
Jubilee Singers. 


An audience member asking 
Dr. Cooper a question after 
the talk. 
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Jubilee Singers Lecture 




HOMECOMING 

THE UTICA CAMPUS HOMECOMING EVENTS AND HISTORY 


Homecoming on the Utica campus is a very 
traditional event that has been held for many 
years. The homecoming week consists of 
various events such as the Gospel Explosion, 
Campus Carnival, Clow UP and Clow Out 
party, Health Fair Talent Show Case, STEM 
Balloon Launch, Movie on the Lawn, Lip Sync 
Battle, crowning of Mr. and Miss Utica, 
Tailgate and Homecoming Blues show. These 
events help honor the history of the campus 
and its founder Mr. William Holtzclaw. The 
Utica campus makes it a priority that students 
attend the Homecoming week events in order 
for them to have a sense of involvement and 
admiration for their campus. The 
Homecoming week on the Utica campus is a 
week no one wants to miss out on because 
the events are fun and free. The Utica campus 
welcomes alumni and community participation 
each year as well. 



Mr. Utica & Miss Utica, Zavier Smith Sc Lillian Greer 


Mr. William Holtzclaw had an old pocket 
watch, the clothes on his back, two dollars 
and a dream when he walked to Utica and his 
biggest dream was to help people in the 
black community to be independent. If Mr. 
Holtzclaw were to look at the Utica campus 
now, he would be proud of its 
accomplishments and the handwork of the 
community to preserve his history, dream 
and legacy. The Homecoming event is one 
where members of the community interact 
with the students to celebrate the legacy of 
Mr. Holtzclaw and recognize the hard work 
of students and members of staff and 
community that have worked together to 
make the Utica campus home away from 
home to students and a place everyone can 
be successful. 



Cierra Polk Sc 
Shaquille Wright 


Sc Fredrick White 
Steeple 


Jhakhora Stovall Sc 
Jeffery Fairly II 


Porsha Boston & 
Kenneth Henry 


Monica Williams & Adrianna Stamps 
Tylan Body Sc Kelton Kemp 
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Daphine Ndishabandi 











Padrian Miller & 
Arnon Drake 


Ameir Gardner Marion Brooks & 
Richard Neal 


orene Evans, 
ArTashia Stewart, 
Daphanie Bryant 




Allison Allen, 
Samson Drake 


Janeshia Wilson, 
David Robinson 
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Padrian Miller, Arnon Drake, Aaron Jones, Zavior Smith, Lillian Greer, Vice 
President Dr. Debra Mays-Jacksom, Jorene Evans, ArTashia Stewart, Daphanie 
Bryant 


Homecoming Coronation 
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Ml BEST Student is a program 
that allows qualified ABE students 
to enroll in college classes, earn 
Industry Recognized Certificates 
and potentially an Associate of 
Applied Science Degree. Students 
who are enrolled in MI-BEST at 
Hinds will: 

*Obtain their High School 
equivalency Credential 

* Obtain the career Readiness 
Certificate 

*Complete a minimum of 20 
contact hours of employability / life 
skills training 

*Complete work-based learning 
opportunities in chosen pathway 
or a related field 





*Earn at least 15 college level 
career pathway credits, as well as 
pertinent, national industry-military 
credentials 

*Complete any required paper 
work and attend mandatory 
meetings for the MI-BEST at 
Hinds Program 

*Abide by all college, program, 
course policies and procedures. 

*Meet with assigned MI-BEST 
Navigator to discuss successes, 
accomplishments, and barriers to 
success. 


### 


I matter because God created me for 
a purpose. My helpful heart and 
giving nature is what sets me apart 
from others. I am necessary to fulfill 
the purpose that He has planned for 
me. 

-- Marquita C. Green 
Testing Coordinator 
Dev. Lab Instructor 


MI-BEST 






Afrocentric Wear Contest 


Afrocentric 
Wear Contest 


The Afrocenric wear contest is The Utica Campus way of acknowledging culture and the 
African Tradition. All the beautiful women who participated in the contest had a unique 
essence of African style and fabric. Everyone is a winner! 

beauty in one picture, Mona Lisa comes in 


& i & 4 . nRW . i:: 

Daphine Ndishabandi is from Uganda and her fabric is known as the Ugandan 
Kitenje, her dress, purse, jewelry and shoes are hand made by her mother. Daphine 
is known to be very passionate about her culture and is very authentic with her 
sense of fashion. " I represent Uganda everywhere i go because Uganda is a big 
influence of the lady I have grown to become. I just wanted to give everyone a 
sense and feel of Uganda while in America." 
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100 


Men of Utica 


The 100 Men of Utica program is an 
inspirational time of building together 
our community of strong men on the 
campus. This year, the special guest 
speaker was Dr. Mark G. Henderson, 
chair of the Speech Communications 
and Theater department at Jackson 
State University. Dr. Henderson was 
instrumental in the formation of JSU's 
MAD-DRAMA group, which has 
performed nationwide. Another special 
treat this year was a song delivered by 
the male faculty & staff especially for the 
occasion. 



The reason I matter is because I'm a hard 
working student that never gives up at 
anything I do. 

- Gregory Patton Jr. 


I matter because I am a young black 
man. 

- Tanzil Sallahudiin 


I am smart & intelligent and say whatever 
comes to my mind and I give good advice 
to those in need. I think I can do whatever 
I put my mind to and that's why I matter. 
— Jamie Parker 


I matter because I have friends who 
depend on me. For those people I am 
the only one who understands them. 
So, I matter because of them. 

— Tevin Sylvester 


I matter because I have a future to 
accomplish and to become a great role 
model 

— Hosea Jackson 
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100 Men of Utica 




100 


Women of Utica 


"100 Empowered Women of Unity. Truth. 
Innovation. Compassion. Ambition." This year's 
program was built around a panel discussion 
celebrating the strength, unity and courage of 
women. As a special treat, Kenya Parks spoke to 
the group from her perspective as a survivor of 
sexual abuse. Her recent book, Coming Back to 
Me is her attempt to share that story with the 
world to ensure that the secret stays buried no 
longer. The women of the panel spoke truth to 
the assembled women of our campus and 
provided an uplifting message of hope to all. 



I matter because I come from a proud black 
family who was active during the fight for 
voting rights and integration during the 60 's 
I am passing my past along to my kids & 
grandkids. 

— Lillie Hutton 

I matter because I'm a young black 
African American college student trying 
to succeed. 

— Benita Tillman 

I matter because I am a strong black 
woman who takes pride in integrity and 
strength! 

— Tiffany Taylor 

I matter because God created me. I was 
created to make a difference in the lives of 
my family, church, and community. My 
existence is not for self, but to be a blessing 
to others and to be faithful to my creator. 

— - Cynthia Perry 

I matter because I am part of a 
generation which can make a future for 
the upcoming generation of African 
Americans. 

- Jamel Ross 

I matter because I might save 
someone's life one day. 

— Quatangelia Anderson 



100 Women of Utica 
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Utica 
Affirmations 
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Students 


Each month, the faculty selected a different affirmation to 
guide us through the month. Share the #UMatter inspiration. 


a> 

n 

o 


o 



"If you find a path with no obstacles, 
it probably doesn't lead anywhere." 

-- Anonymous 


<D "Change will not come if we wait 
^ for some other person or some 
E other time. We are the ones we've 
9£ been waiting for. We are the 
O change that we seek." 

Z -- President Barack Obama 



Why do you matter? 

I matter because I am one of Cod's living I matter because I have a Cod sent purpose to make the world a better 

creatures and He loves me. I am here to serve place. I matter because His Word says I do! Regardless of life s 

others and love others. I am special. circumstances, existing and fulfilling His purpose gives me purpose. 

— Denise Taylor Crystal Henry 

Administrative Assistant Director of Student Housing and Residence Life 


I matter because I make a difference because I don't like being the person in 
my generation who's not making a difference in life and just in general; that's 
why I matter. 

— Keontae Dixon I f ee | | ma tter because everyone has a purpose in the world and mine is to 

make people laugh and also to give wisdom the best. 

- Janeasha Starks 


Because I help people who didn't wake up with a smile on 
their face get through their day. 

—Allison Allen 


The reason I matter is because I am passionate and determined. 
— Cherkara Marbra 


Because I am black, I want to be educated, and I make 
people smile everyday. 

— TraVanda Ellis 

I matter... because I feel like I'm the greatest and can 
do anything I put my mind to. 

— Marques McArthur 


I matter because I influence the lives of adults aspiring 
to be great. I matter so I can show people from my 
hometown Utica that they can be great at whatever 
they put their mind, time, and efforts. 

-Justin Washington 
Agriculture teacher 

I matter because I can make a difference. I'm a leader 
and I'm the future. 

— Kathryn Green 

I matter because I'm an addition to the statistics of this 
world who could make a great contribution. 

— - Quadwhon Fields 


The reason why I matter is because I am strong, smart, and 
beautiful.... I never give up on my dreams, even though times 
have been rough and I have lost so many family members. I just 
want to keep my dreams alive. 

— Kimberly Thaggard 


I matter because everyone on this earth has a purpose. 
Finding that purpose is an achievement in life. 

— Mahyem Yisrael 


matter because of my family and my future. 
— Kendric McBride 



I am a strong, positive, black woman who believes in the promise and potential 
of the students I see everyday. I believe in being a positive role model. 

— Jean Greene 

Director of Library Services and Archives/ 

Title IX Deputy Coordinator-Utica campus 



I matter because I refuse not to 
— Traroris Williams 

matter because I'm a black man who is trying to beat ' 
odds and negativity that are said about black males, 
frronaldric Williams 



Students 
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SPGDIS'IFISM'iF 




In the calm before the storm, Courtney Yarbor, 
Tierra Polk, and Cierra Polk are sporting their 
matching Hinds gear as they gear up for 
concession stand duty! 



Quatangelia Anderson 



Ron Anderson 




Mikayla Archie 



Mariah Barnes 


Ladarrius Bew 




Tyler Blackman 


Cordasha Bland 



Alexus Birch 


Portraits 




Tylan Body 



Denisha Bouie 




Tyson Body 


Porsha Boston 


Alisia Bracey 


Marion Brooks 




Devonte Brown 


Lemontez Brown 


Marissa Brown 
Portraits 
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Delesha Butler Erica Cole TakaraCole 





Keilah Drake Anthony Earls 







The Utica Jubilee Singers wowing the crowd with "My Girl" during the Student Convocation. 

Portraits 
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Students in Introduction to the 
Humanities explored the campus 
on a walking tour. From upper left, 
Twila and Carolyn at the site of the 
Holtzclaw Mansion; memorial 
bricks at the Bell Tower; Mrs. 
Melton and Mrs. Greene at the 
Holtzclaw cemetary; Lexus viewing 
the Holtzclaw's markers. 


EXP 




Anthony Funches 


Amier Gardner 



Keenen Frazier 




Valorie Gladney 






Lillian Greer Joseph Hall 




Justin Hall 




Michael Harper Jr. 


Miracle Hampton 


Gabriel Harper 



( Ji 

Julissa Harris 


Portraits 
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Antonio Hernandez Aijaleth Jackson Diara Jackson 



Dean Rush's office is always a hub of activity. As Rush and Mrs. Taylor check 
the details of an upcoming event, housing director Crystal Henry checks in 

with Jakiya Robinson. 






Sade James 
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Portraits 




Quinterra Johnson 


Travon Johnson 


Aaron Jones 



LaKishia Jones 


Ravon Jones 



Brandy King 


Hillary Kemp 





Trina Joseph 




Kentavius Lawrence 



Card Lenoir 
Portraits 
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Dorethea Mack Keosha McClain Edmond McDonald 




Don Morgan 



Jericka Cain, Tekeyah Tillman and the Utica cheerleaders were 
Daphine Ndishabandi out in force for the Co Red Walk for Women's Cancer. 





Richard Neal 



Ebone' Patterson 





LaPeaches Pollard 


V 


Kawanna Prince 



Portraits 
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Science students learn about summer internships with MS-INBRE. Xavier Reed 




Cabriante Riley 
Portraits 


Jekiya Robinson 


Staija Robinson 


Kayla Rice 


Lintondra Rice 


Caitlin Richmond 
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Tra'Kala Robinson 




Takiah Rodgers 




John Shavers 


Conswala Rudd 


Kierra Simmons 



Lamarcus Seawood 




Alexus Smith 


Jarius Smith 


Kiaunna Smith 
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Desmond Stewart 


Audree Street 


Takeia Sutton 


Jakiyah Stirgus 


Jhakhora Stovall 




Tevin Sylvester 


Robinique Taylor 


Teraneka Terrell 


Quanneekia Thompson 


Tekeyah Tillman 


Billy Thompson 
Portraits 
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Xavier Trent Gavin Turner Bryanna Tyler 



Tybrea Vivians 


Nadia Ware Rembert 



Daymeyun Warner 





Javonta Washington 
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Portraits 
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KashyraWeir Destiny Welch Michelle Wilder 



Demarco Williams 


Nora Wiley 


Brianna Williams 


r 





Portraits 



Savanna Wolder Jaylin Woodall Alexis Woodberry 



Keondrae Wright William Wright Mahyem Yisrael 



Missing someone? 

Have a friend who didn't take a 
yearbook photo? We've got you 
covered. Paste (or draw) a picture of 
them in the chair to the left.. .and tell 
them to take a pic next year! 



Portraits 
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Utica 

Affirmations 



Each month, the faculty selected a different affirmation to 
guide us through the month. Share the #UMatter inspiration. 
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"Contrary to what we've been told, 
life is simple. We complicate matters 
with our choices." 

-- Michelle Richardson 


>* "Don't be content with being 
(g average. Average is as close to the 


bottom as it is to the top." 


CO 


Anonymous 


Why do you even matter? 



"I matter because Cod thought enough of me to create me and to adopt 
me and graft me into his family. When he created me, he broke the mold. 

He made no one else like me. No one can be me or do what I do.” 

Sheilia White-Caskew 
Biology Instructor 



Jeremiah 1:5 states "Before formed thee in the belly I knew 
thou earnest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I 
prophet unto the nations." Because of this, I have to mattei 


thee; and Detore 
ordained thee a 
r! 


Dr. Mitchell Shears 
Executive Director of Title lll/SAFRA & Sponsored Grants 


Henry Adams says, "A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his 
influence stops." This is why I matter, because I influence others to reach 
their highest potential. 

Apryl A. Trimble 
English Instructor 



Faculty & Staff 


Why do you matter? 

"Advisement and mentoring are key in the 
development of young adults. I feel my significance 
lies not in the title I hold, but rather in the guidance I 
give. Giving students the knowledge, resources, and 
hope to succeed makes my time and efforts 
worthwhile. It's exciting to know that every day my 
presence can be the difference between a student 
deviating from their goals or staying the course." 

-Jonathan Townes, STEM Coordinator 



Regina Adams 
Cosmetology Instructor 



Brenda Baker Carolyn Barnes Randy Bolden 

Sociology Instructor Custodian Assistant Basketball Coach 



Diana Brown Lychanda Brown Stephanie Burks 

Library Technical Assistant Cosmetology Instructor Biology Instructor 




Amber Clay 
's Basketball Assistant 

staff portraits 



Tiffany Cline Gerald Collins 


Early Childhood Instructor Electronics Instructor 



LeToya Allen 
Administrative Assistant 



Mary Bolton 

Assistant Basketball Coach 



Jennifer Burnett 
Custodian 



Bobby Cooper 
Music Instructor & 
Humanities Chair 



Timothy Crisler 
Radio & TV Instructor 



Maxie Davis 
Maintenance 
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Delon Dillon 
Welding Instructor 



Cabe Edwards 
Maintenance 



Jessie Curtis Gloria Daniels Deborah Danner 

Grounds Mechanic Psychology Instructor Computer Science Instructor 



Monica Davis Mavis Dawson Deloris Dee 

Early Childhood Instructor Literacy Interventionist Health & Wellness 



Ivie Ero 

Speech Instructor 


Chief Terrell enjoying some ice cream 
during Bulldog Fest! 

staff portraits 
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Kevin Fowler Charles Frazier 

Health & Physical Fitness Director Grounds 



Dan Fuller 
English Instructor 


Noel Gardner 
Chemistry Instructor 


Dean Rush and Valorie Gladney at the Honors Breakfast. 





Jacqueline German 
Finance Officer 



Nikki Gilmer 
Daycare Director 


Curtis Gore 

Clothing & Fashion Design 


Deloris Green 
Bookstore Manager 




Lore Green 

|fi nt Housing Director 
staff portraits 



Marquita Green 
Administrative Assistant 



Jean Greene 

Director of Library Services 
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Lillian Grigsby 
CTE Counselor 






Roosevelt Guy Crystal Henry 

Police Officer Student Housing Director 



Demonia Hodge Franklin Hood 

Mathematics Instructor Welding Instructor 



Clarence Hooker Yolanda Houston John Howard Eva Hutton 

English Instructor Teacher Education Director Plumbing Custodian 



Lillie Hutton Tracie Jefferson Tara Johnson Cynthiajones 

Registrar Administrative Assistant Student Support Services Director Talent Search Coordinator 



Erin Vaughn Jones Ethel Jones 

I2=R+G Director Custodian 


Jimmie Jones 
History Instructor 

staff portraits 


Lorean Jones- - 
Custodian - 
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Joshua Knox 

Student Activities Director 


Kimberly Lighter 
Custodian 



Wanda Keahey Leonard Knight 

Allied Health Coordinator Carpentry Instructor 



Marquise Loving Doris McClure LaShandra McClure Sharon Melton 

Academic Dean Administrative Assistant Student Services Coordinator History Instructor 



Margaret Mims Randy Minton Michael Montgomery Ralph Moore 

Administrative Assistant Art & Photography Instructor Grounds Men's Basketball Coach 
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Cynthia Perry 
Financial Aid Coordinator 



Tomekia Reed 
Women's Basketball Coach 



Timothy Rush 
Student Affairs Dean 



Kenisha Shelton 
CTE Dean 



V / 

Eddie Perry 

Automotive Tech Instructor 



Marcus Roper 
Custodian 



WHUC News blankets the campus! Tim Crisler & Richard Simmons 
interview Col. Paul Willis during Veteran's Day ceremonies. 





Clyde Samuel 
Grounds 


Marvin Shears Mitchell Shears 

Transportation Title lll/SAFRA Executive Director 





Lakishia Shorter 
Early Childhood Instructor 




Dave Sims 
H VAC/ Electrical 

staff portraits 


Denny Spell 
Postmaster 
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Willie Perkins, math instructor & voice of the Bulldogs, shares a Jerome Stovall 

light hearted moment during the women's basketball pep rally. Transportation 



Denise Taylor Tiffany Taylor Percy Terrell 

Administrative Assistant Administrative Assistant Police Chief 



56 


, — „ — Tekita Thomas 

I rn II rpl 

Academic Counselor 

staff portraits 



Jonathan Townes Apryl Trimble 

STEM Coordinator English Instructor 



Michael Stimage 
Custodian 



Jacqueline Sullivan 
Barbering Instructor 



Jessica Thomas 

Business & Marketing Instructor 



Beverly Trimble 
WIA Coordinator 





Rodney Warfield Justin Washington Sheilia White-Caskew Denise Williams 

Industrial Maintenance Instructor Agriculture Instructor Biology Instructor Administrative Assistant 



Francis Williams Keith Williams Pamela Williams Stephanie Williams 

Custodian Health & PE Instructor Talent Search Director Mathematics Instructor 



Amos Wilson Benard Wilson Vanessa Wilson Chelia Woodfork-Thompson 

Paint/Sheetrock Paint/Sheetrock Reading Instructor Campus Recruiter 




Joyce Woodhouse 
Administrative Assistant 


Utica loves healthy living! 



staff portraits 
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Board of Trustees 


The Hinds Community College Board of Trustees 

blends expertise, experience and enthusiasm that 
benefit the students and communities served by 
Hinds Community College. The board is comprised 
of members appointed by the boards of supervisors 
in Hinds, Rankin, Warren and Copiah counties; 
superintendents of Hinds, Rankin, Warren, Claiborne 
and Copiah county school districts, and one at- large 
member appointed by the board. 



Mr. Paul Breazeale 
President 
Hinds County 
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Mr. Dale Sullivan 
Vice President 
Copiah County 



Mr. Rickey Clopton 
Copiah County 
Superintendent 




Mr. Chad Shealy 
Warren County 
Superintendent 



Dr. Delesicia Martin 
Secretary 

Hinds County Superintendent 



Mr. Brad Fountain 
Hinds County 



Dr. Ginger Smith 
Hinds County 




Dr. Homer Burns 
Rankin County 


Dr.John D. Calhoun 
Hinds County 



Mr. Donald S. Oakes 
Warren County 



Dr. Lelia Rhodes 
Hinds County 



Dr. Sue Townsend Dr. Cardell Williams 

Rankin County Claiborne County 

Superintendent 



Board of Trustees 














Utica celebrates an 
annual community 
tradition 


n 0 of the first things William Holzclaw 
did when he arrived at Utica to start his school 
was to gather the entire community together 
for a Thanksgiving celebration. These events 
grew each year as Mr. Holtzclaw brought 
together everyone who impacted life on the 
campus, from the students and faculty to 
community supporters and donors. 


■mm* 


celebratinq 

Dressings 



Alexis Williamson 


That tradition continues today with the Utica 
Thanksgiving Scholarship Dinner, where 
individuals who have contributed funds 
toward scholarships at Utica have the 
opportunity to meet the students who have 
directly benefited from their gifts. The dinner 
not only offers an opportunity for the 
scholarship recipients to personally thank the 
donors who have made their college 
scholarship possible, but it's also a great time 
of fellowship, food and fun! 
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Life Ain't Always Fair 
Brenda F. Lee 

“Life ain’t always fair.” We have all heard 
that term of expression so many times. 
These words can seem almost as if they are 
just another cliche, especially when we are 
experiencing the lessons and trials of life. 
When I was around the age of four years 
old, I had my first experience about 
learning how to handle the trials of life. I 
was introduced to a God, the Great Spirit, 
or the Holy Spirit by my elder ninety-eight 
year old great-grandfather. I was his 
favorite and he loved to take me fishing, 
picking blackberries and plucking fruit figs 
off the trees. Being with “Papa” as I called 
him, whose real name was Albert, was my 
favorite past-time. It was through different 
experiences with him that I learned how to 
depend on a Higher Power greater than 
myself until Papa was taken from me 
unexpectedly. 

At the age of nine, I got off the school 
bus this particular evening and ran along 
the dirt gravel road to my great- 
grandfather’s old rugged, brown wood 
shack. As I got closer to Papa’s house, I 
noticed he wasn’t outside cutting and 
chopping wood like he had always done in 
days past. Many days I would get off the 
school bus and sneak over to Papa’s 
house, so we could sit on the green grass 
pond bank with our sugar cane fishing 
poles. I loved listening to Papa talk about 
the God in the big blue puffy clouds and 
how he could feel the Holy Spirit. Well, I 
knocked on the door and I could hear 
these muffled sounds on the inside. I 
knocked and knocked but Papa didn’t 
come to the door. Our neighbors didn’t 
live close together in a rural town and 



many families didn't have telephones at 
that time. After I couldn’t get Papa to 
come to the door, I immediately ran 
through the wooded path across the pond 
bank to our house to get my momma. 
Momma came back with me to the old 
wooden shack. She called and called out 
Papa’s name but he didn’t answer. When 
momma kicked the door in, I was standing 
next to her. That day September 26, 1970, 
my world stood still and the earth stopped 
spinning. Who would help me now? Who 
would stop daddy from beating me in the 
head with his rock filled shoes? Who would 
help me pick blackberries and catch 
buckets loads offish so that my sister and 
brother would have something to eat? 
Where is this God now? Where is this 
Great Spirit when I need him? Where is the 
God of the big puffy clouds? 

God!!! At the age of twelve I had the 
opportunity to put into practice what my 
great-grandfather had been preaching to 
me about. Although I didn’t know it at the 
time, old man Albert was preparing me for 
days ahead. One morning, approximately 
four years after my Papa’s death, I 
awakened and our house was very cold, 
there was no electricity and my little 
brother was crying because his ribs and 
stomach was hurting. My mother was 
nowhere to be found and my daddy, like 
always was at another woman’s house or 
somewhere drunk, gambling, or starting a 
street fight. Yes, I said it. My daddy was a 
prime example of what I see in our black 
culture of men today. Anyway, there was 
no food in the house. What am I to do? I 
was only twelve years old. I took the hands 
of my sister and brother and we went 
outside. I asked them to look up to the big 
blue puff clouds and let’s start talking to 


God like my late great-grandfather had 
taught me to do. All of a suddenly, I had 
the idea to go pick berries and figs. 

Then I smelled the scent of cherry-red 
tobacco like my Papa use to smoke. 
Deep down in my soul, I knew God was 
with me. On this particular day, I had 
met God and learned how to depend on 
the Holy Spirit for myself. No, life ain’t 
fair, as I have heard many of the elders 
say, but I have learned how to live life on 
life’s terms and how to depend on a 
power greater than myself and to be 
grateful in the midst of it. 
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Rhythm 

Of a Lost Soul 

Keosha McClain 

Keosha McClain 

The way the sun crawls up the sky in the morning 

To light the roof in the morning 

How the weather 

Whispers the tale of how its birthdate changes every month 

The way that when you run through the trees 

And the wind is blowing 

They seem to embrace you as they sway 

The emerging heat 

As the sun peaks from its hibernation 

Of a source of love a throne embedded in the clouds 

As springs sings the song of its arrival 

The optimistic chance of sleep remedies 

Played day in and day out 

As the rain quenches this every thirsty soil 

But still summer has signed its territory 

How the leaves perform their annual lyrical piece 

As they dance to the earth's floor 

Signifying the close of one year 

And the entrance into new opportunity 

To fall in with the temp of the atmosphere 

The frozen image 

So crystalized 

The crunching of the grass 

As 1 slip on solid dew 

That has stopped mid length 

An abrupt tap on the back 

As the chill gives you a hug 

And doesn't want to let go 

On this enchantment bestowed in front of us 

So that winter freezes our past memories of that year 

So that we may have one last look 

Before repeating the cycle 

And unthawing the endless possibilities of a new year 

A heart no more 

Nevertheless 1 feel a pulse 

A hard moment with a cold thumb 

Simply but a tense of what was 

My presence has eluded 

A differ in color of truth 

Watched were eyes full of amazement 

Her uncharted steps traced the concrete 

And be to this of a life unknown 

A name defiled by any other 

To reconcile the one lost at birth 

And to the notion of all that fashion 

Familiar lips have kissed the face 

And all the others sure resting there 

A ballad played once silenced those tongues 
That scrutinized the meaning free 

Trapped within the barrier of thy own 

A plenty search with no found proof 

That drifted in and out again 

Of matter to something that could be once knew 
Off the charts the scaled and unrelated 

Knew nothing but a fired touch 

To be condemned to nothingness 

The darkness has engulfed 

To nothing but a sound of once was 

From there none of them could account 

My name my face my age 

Here by the outline of me to this place 

In their minds the image would all soon fade 

Of a lost soul no one could remember 
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Weep 

Dabrianne’ Milton 

Shadow Lands 

Jeffery D. Fairley II 

At night, 1 cry myself to sleep 

He doesn’t know 1 weep 

The tears that drown the right side of my face 

The image in the mirror that reflects the possibilities of what you are 

meant to be. 

Reveal a trace of my pain 

He leaves when the damage is done 

The nightmares they’ve begun 

The fear of falling at every hand makes the man lie down in the pits of 

the shadow lands. 

To rid the pain 

I’m completely sane 

Afraid to get up and see the light of day, the man began to pray. 

Sane to the man gripping my hips 

Sane to the man kissing my lips 

Praying for strength, wisdom, and guidance to make his way through. 

Rubbing his warm-naked body against mine 

This happens every time 

But I’m sane 

Through life, which hunts him, the futures, which terrifies him, and 
failure, which is now beginning to motivate him. 

To get rid of the pain 

My mother is nowhere to be found 

To this man, 1 am bound 

Saying to himself "failure is no longer an option", as he forcibly ploys 
his way through the shadow lands. 

A stranger to me 

But to my body a friend to be 

At night, 1 cry myself to sleep 

Encouraging himself along the way, he begins to become confident in 

his ability to succeed. 

He doesn’t know 1 weep 

The bruises in between my thighs 

1 often try to hide 

Departing the shadow lands, he is no longer afraid of life, the future, 
or the image in the mirror; but rejoices in his new found image of 
hope, prosperity, and self love. 

1 drown in shame 

1 know 1 am the one to blame 

1 just wanted trust 

That turned into lust 

When 1 say no 

He shanks the chains 

Choking out my brains 

At night, 1 cry myself to sleep 

He doesn’t know 1 weep 

For three months, 1 was slowly dying 

Not knowing 1 was too late 

To save a baby 

Who probably would’ve had the most beautiful laugh 

My body was a cave 

My child 1 couldn’t save 

Stays on my mind all the time 

He ignores my cries 

Again, on top of me he lies 

At night, 1 cry myself to sleep 

He doesn’t know 1 weep 

He now looks in the mirror and sees peace and opportunity, the 
opportunity to make the world a better place by shining his peaceful 
light upon those in the shadow lands. 


HH 
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Blessings in Disguise 
Edmond McDonald 

It was 2012, the fiftieth year of 
integration for the University of 
Mississippi, and the start of new 
beginnings for the fall semester in Rebel 
country. The incoming freshman were 
excited about finally being away from 
home, and everyone else was making the 
dedicated return to the stressful bliss of 
the college life. Frat brothers and 
sorority sisters mixed and mingled as 
they swiftly created diversions for 
smuggling in the University’s first round 
of booze to take off the edge. Others 
gallantly ran across The Grove and 
tightly hugged their long lost friends 
from the previous semester. The aura of 
nostalgia swam through the air coupled 
with long lost excitement. There was no 
doubting the possibility of greatness 
happening. New experiences waited 
around every corner yearning to be 
discovered, which graciously set the 
tone for a great year. 

Inside this list of new, anticipated 
experiences, that very well may have 
been as long as the Nile River came the 
one thing that every student was 
respectfully apprehensive about, class. 

All the memories of the stress, long 
nights, study sessions, and consecutive 
trips to Starbucks all came raining down 
on our memories, but to my surprise, 
the class EDHE did just the opposite. 
EDHE was a freshman requirement class 
that all my classmates and I seemed to 
enjoy. Taught by the bubbly, energetic 
Mrs. Mayeaux, we absorbed many ins 
and outs for the newbies on campus and 
found ourselves in the mix of many 
events on campus. One of those major 
events was Freshman Convocation, 
becoming a Rebel. It was a mandatory 
ceremony we had to attend by common 


standards on campus and as well as for a 
test grade. With it being the fiftieth year of 
integration and having a class as large as 
ours, the tone was set for a momentous 
occasion. 

It came to the night of the convocation, 
and we were two weeks into school, 
impatiently waiting to officially become a 
rebel. The evening was always young for 
me since I started class early, so I usually 
had a lot of time on my hands. With that 
time, I usually got up with some fellow 
stoners and enjoyed a moment together. 
This regular routine caused me to be 
behind schedule on such an important day. 
As tired as I was, I managed to 
expeditiously get some of my nicest casual 
wear together and started on the 
pilgrimage for the “Tad Pad,” all the way 
across campus. The “Tad Pad” was a name 
in short coined for the Tad Smith 
gymnasium at the University of Mississippi, 
home of Rebel basketball. Staying in 
Kincannon or “Kincompton” as they called 
it made for a nice long walk to get to the 
gymnasium, so I was definitely pressed for 
time. I hustled and bustled all the way there 
in hopes of not getting an F for being late 
and blindly anticipated what was to come. 

As I finally made it to the first concrete 
slab of the Tad Pad and the first set of 
double doors, I was relieved at the sheer 
fact that I had made it. Better late than 
never right? I was elated to see that there 
were polite ushers in place to direct me 
correctly and help me make up for lost 
time. As I walked up the ramp, I was in awe 
at the numbers of people in my freshman 
class. We filled up over three fourths of the 
gymnasium. This played in my favor as well 
because the program was slightly behind 
schedule due to the necessary 
accommodations for so many young 
people. The program went by smoothly as 
expected. It was like or homes as we knew 
them were finally getting warmed as we 


received our James Meredith coins for fifty 
years of commemoration for the expected 
class of 2016. It was time for us to recite 
the creed of the university after the guest 
speaker Tom Franklin who wrote “Crooked 
Letter, Crooked Letter.” This would finalize 
being a rebel, finally. The dean then 
surprisingly said, “Look in your programs, 
and whomever has Tom Franklin’s 
signature, come down and accept the 
Creed of the University on behalf of your 
class.” Then the overlooked, high thought 
of mine came back from earlier. Upon 
entering, I thought someone had practiced 
their signature on my program and 
thought nothing of it, but in fact it was an 
autograph. I thought to myself, “Hey, 
that’s me!” I proceeded down in sheer 
amazement while receiving a standing 
ovation from my class. I shook hands with 
the dean and took pictures as well with the 
plaque of the Creed of the University, then 
proceeded to become a Rebel front and 
center in the Tad Pad. My excitement was 
raging inside, and I couldn’t calm down 
from how happy everyone was for me. I 
was responsible for this plaque until we 
graduated in 2016 also an African American 
man during the fiftieth anniversary for 
integration. I also was on the front page of 
the Mississippian, Ole Miss’s school paper, 
that year. I was bestowed with a torch of 
volumes that I couldn’t even fathom. 

Sometimes when you’re in the right 
place at the right time, blessings come, and 
you never really know what your purpose is 
sometimes or which way things will go. 

You always have to keep a positive mindset 
regardless of your short comings and push 
forward. I could have just decided not to 
go, but realized the program’s importance 
and pushed on anyway. From that very 
logic, I experienced a moment I will never 
forget and always cherish. No matter what 
distractions come your way, keep pushing 
because blessings await. 



Literary Mag 


The Absolute Value of Time and Space: 
The Tale of Two Brothers 


Aaron O. Jones and Jeffery D. Fairley II 

Created in heaven, but separated by time and space 

Two brothers were made in the image and light of Cod. 

Kindred spirits that longed to find its other half. 

Searching high and low in an attempt to fill the void; however, no one 
could ever come close to occupancy. 

Brothers always near in proximity, but so far away — never gaining focus 
by transitioning from night to day. 

Never knowing that Hinds- Utica was the site. 

Always going in separate directions but connected at the vertex of life and 
fear, 

Fear of acceptance, fear of vulnerability, fear of loneliness, and fear of 
companionship. 

Things they both longed for but never found in the world of misery were 
demons are found. 

Created in heaven, but separated by time and space 

Two brothers were made in the image and light of Cod. 

Ordained with a sacred bond of brotherhood that has been cemented in 
consecrated grounds. 

An everlasting friendship that shall be cherished for generations to come. 

Unknowing the knowledge of the future, but believing in the bond that 
exist, finding our way through the path that lies before us in a hazy mist. 

Created in heaven, but separated by time and space 

Two brothers were made in the image and light of Cod, and filled with 
Cod’s grace. 



Literary Mag 



Tanzil Sallahudiin 



Literary Mag 





Laura McDonald 



Literary Mag 




Courtney Yarbor 


Myles Bilbro 
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Utica 

Affirmations 


Each month, the faculty selected a different affirmation to 
guide us through the month. Share the #UMatter inspiration. 


>* "Education is not received. It is 
(0 achieved." 

3 -- Anonymous 

n 

Q) 


J "There is no harm in not knowing, 
but there is harm in not seeking to 
W know." 

S - given by a Psychology student 



Why do you even matter? 



I matter because I believe that every person on this earth was put here to 
help and affect another person. It's like the butterfly effect; one small action 
could have a big impact. 

- Ruth Drake, General Studies 



It's really simple. I matter because I will birth positive energy into society 
with new vision and wisdom. I will give hope by sharing knowledge to the 
uneducated, to become more powerful. 

- Khiquita Young, Agricultural Science 


I matter because I am a college student trying to 
with a dream. I matter because I am intelligent, han 
determined. 

iPeaches Pi 


A young, black girl 
ing, and 


ollard, Social Work 



Academics 


AGRICULTURE 


Exploring our institution's "roots" 


"I selected Agricultural Science because it is 
important to gain the knowledge to impact lives 
to become productive. After graduation, I'm 
pursuing to excel in the agricultural industry and 
to become an agricultural activist striving to 
enhance African American communities and 
disadvantaged Black farmers." - Khiquita Young 


When William H. Holtzclaw founded the 
Utica Institute in 1903, improving the lives 
of area farmers was at the top of his list. He 
founded the Black Belt Society to 
encourage farmers to adopt modern 
scientific farming practices and held annual 
conferences to motivate the community to 
own the land they were farming. With that 
rich tradition, Agriculture Science has 
returned to Uticathrough a partnership with 
the USDA and Alcorn State University. 
Students now have the opportunity to train 
for high paying, in demand careers in 
agricultural science. 

KHIQUITA LOOKS TO GIVE BACK 

Profile by Sunnye McDonald 

KhiQuita Young is 

friendly, smart, honest, 
determined, and creative. 

She is majoring in 
agricultural sciences. She 
decided to attend this 
campus because of its 
location and the history 
of agriculture that the 
campus has. She choose 
Ag as her major because 
she is a small farmer and 
has always been 
interested in how plants and food grow. 

She plans to further her education when she 
graduates from Hinds by attending either Southern 
University or Tuskegee, which both have strong 
agricultural programs. She wants to educate other 
people on the history of agriculture and help them 
develop a love for plants as well. 

Not only does she love the education she has 
received here, but also the friends and memories 
she has made. One of her favorite memories was 
helping with the Health and Drug Awareness 
Conference. She and her classmate put together a 
skit. She was nervous and didn't think she could 
accomplish it in front of other people. In the end, 
she was proud of the skit and how well they did 
working as a team. 





Diara Jackson giving her plants some love in Utica's brand new 
greenhouse. The Ag Science department hosted an Ag Lunch and Learn 
program during Founder's Week in homage to Holtzclaw's vision for the 
school and community. Clockwise from upper left: Ag instructor Justin 
Washington is a Utica native and graduate of Alcorn State University; 
students Haley Britt and Khadejiah Summers inviting guests into the 
greenhouse for tours; T ravon Johnson is president of Utica's FFA; T ravon 
leading a tour for Wingfield's STEM students; Delmar Stamps was one 
of our keynote speakers. Mr. Stamps is a Utica alum and farmer who 
retired from the Natural Resources Conservation Service; Markendy 
Felisor and Dr. Shears touring the facility, a large crowd turned out for 
the event eager to learn about gardening and farming! 



Agriculture 






”1 matter because 1 am alive and have 
something positive to contribute to the 
world and society.” -Jelanne Bentley 

ART & PHOTOGRAPHY 

Composing beautiful shots without an instagram filter in sight! 







creative commons image, wikimedia 



These black and white images represent some of the work students have 
done this year in capturing light on the page. You'll find other student 
photography in the literary magazine supplement of this year's book. In 
the upper left, we have art work by Courtney Yarbor; while the artistic 
flower shots, along with the explorations in shadow with the staircase, 
are by Laura McDonald. 


In Randy Minton's photography class, you'll 
find students working in the dark room with 
photo paper and chemicals to develop 
35mm film into a physical print. We are so 
used to operating in a digital photography 
world, that we often don't think about 
composing a shot or working with the 
interplay of light and shadow. Instead, we 
take a thousand pics with our iphone and 
see what sticks. Mr. Minton says that you 
have to learn how to operate a film camera 
and work in a darkroom to appreciate the 
art of photography, and he instructs his 
students in those fundamentals each 
semester. Students who stick with it find a 
new appreciation for photography..and 
even end up taking better instagram pics 
too ! 

PHOTOS CLICK WITH TANZIL 

Profile by Jason Wafosoh 

Tanzil Sallahudin is a 

freshman at Hinds-Utica, 
where he is majoring in 
science and doinga minor 
in photography. Tanzil 
was born in Minnesota in 
1998. He plans to have an 
engineering degree and a 
photography degree. He 
plans to continue his 
studies at TCU because it 
is one of the best schools in Texas and it offers 
everything he needs to succeed. T anzil loves playing 
sports and when he is not taking pictures, you will 
find him playing football and basketball. 

Tanzil became interested in photography in the 
middle of the first semester and he decided that he 
wou Id take photography classes so he can be a better 
photographer. T anzil loves taking pictures of nature 
and people who are normally around him. Tanzil is 
a focused student who believes he can do anything 
and he can overcome every obstacle that is put in 
front of him. 




Art 
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BIOLOGY 

1 matter because Cod has given 
me a purpose in life, which is to be 
the best that 1 can be as well as 

What could be more important than the study of life? 

impact others lives.l plan to show 
others that 1 matter by pursuing my 
dream as a nurse" -Erykah Wilson 




The department of Biology at Hinds 
Community College-Utica is dedicated to the 
study of living organisms and the processes 
of life. The courses are structured to meet 
the needs of all students who are interested 
in a career in the broad area of the life 
sciences, pursuing health related 
professions, or fulfilling graduation 
requirements or transferable credits to four 
year colleges or universities. The biology 
department offers Principles of Biology for 
non-majors, General Biology for majors, 
microbiology and anatomy and physiology. 



BIOLOGY MAJOR PROFILE 

Profile by Alexis Woodberry 

Tybrea Vivians is very humorous 
and makes people smile and 
laugh, no matter what. She went 
to Jim Hill High School where she 
was part of the band. She was 
^ accepted to be part of the "Sonic 

1 ^ Boom of the South" at JSU, but 

decided to enroll in the STEM-UP 
program at Utica to fulfill her major. 

Her major is biology and she would like to become 
either a doctor or nurse. She really enjoys science and 
learning about the world, which led to her love of 
biology. She is a member of Phi Theta Kappa, Student 
Support Services, and is also a cheer manager. After 
Hinds, she plans to complete her bachelor's of science 
degree at Tougaloo College. When she graduates this 
May, she will never forget the water balloon fight with 
her fellow colleagues in the STEM program. 
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Most students that study Biology are STEM or Academic related students. Biology is very important in 
our society for everyone and you do not have to be a STEM major to study biology. Isn't it nice to know 
how your body reacts the way it does and is sensitive to pain, growth and the effects of the chemicals 
that people take in their body. Biology isn't only the study of life, but the knowledge that helps an 
individual know the importance and significance of life. Ms. White & Ms. Burks are the Utica Campus 
Biology teachers and they are known to be awesome at guiding students along the path of Biology and 
science. 


Biology 





1 matter! I know I have a purpose in 
life and I want to be heard loud and 
clear. We all matter in some way, 
shape, or form, so show it!” 

-Brieanna Brown 


CHEMISTRY 


...perhaps the study of the composition of matter itself? 




Chemistry is the study of the characteristics 
and composition of matter and the changes 
it undergoes. At Utica, we offer a variety of 
chemistry classes and labs, both for science 
majors and general academic majors. 
Principles of Chemistry, General Chemistry I 
& II, along with Organic Chemistry are all 
offered, along with hands-on labs designed 
to give students practical experience with 
what they're learning in class. 


ANALYZING CAFFEINE CONTENT 




The slowest brew ever! In Chem lab, students were analyzing the caffeine 
content in tea and had to heat their mixture to extract the compounds. 
Above, Daphanie Bryant and Jason Wafosoh are waiting for sublimation 
from their bunsen burner. Counterclockwise from upper right: Xavier 
Reed lights his burner; Caitlin Richmond, Richard Neal, and Nathan 
Crudup working on their lab;Jorene’ Evans and Sabrevian Davis check 
on their experiment under the hood; Zavier Smith and Tevis Bowie weigh 
their solution; Brieanna Brown and Stefanie Whiddon double check their 
steps; Dr. Gardner looks over Alexis Wood berry's results; Sabrevian Davis 
and Zavier Smith enjoying a post-lab moment. 




Chemistry 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 

”1 may not be the president or some 
iconic sports figure that matters to the 
world, but 1 matter to the closest 

There are 10 types of people. Those that understand binary, & those that don't. 

people to me, my family and friends. 

That's why 1 strive to be the best 
person 1 can." -Amier Gardner 



WHAT IS COMPUTER SCIENCE? 

from cs.mts.edu 


Computer science is a discipline that spans 
theory and practice. It requires thinking both 
in abstract terms and in concrete terms. The 
practical side of computing can be seen 
everywhere. Nowadays, practically everyone 
is a computer user, and many people are even 
computer programmers. Getting computers 
to do what you want them to do requires 
intensive hands-on experience. But 
computer science can be seen on a higher 
level, as a science of problem solving. 
Computer scientists must be adept at 
modeling and analyzing problems. They 
must also be able to design solutions and 
verify that they are correct. Problem solving 
requires precision, creativity, and careful 
reasoning. 

Computer science also has strong 
connections to other disciplines. Many 
problems in science, engineering, health 
care, business, and other areas can be solved 
effectively with computers, but finding a 
solution requires both computer science 
expertise and knowledge of the particular 
application domain. Thus, computer 
scientists often become proficient in other 
subjects. 

Finally, computer science has a wide range of 
specialties. These include computer 
architecture, software systems, graphics, 
artificial intelligence, computational science, 
and software engineering. Drawing from a 
common core of computer science 
knowledge, each specialty area focuses on 
particular challenges. 



Computer 

Science 

Department 


The Parts of a Java Program 

Code Listing 2 1 | (Simple. java) 

1 // This is a simple Java program. 

2 

3 public class Simple 

4 { 

5 public static void main(String( J args) 

« { 

7 system. out. println( 'Programming is great fun!”); 

8 ) 

9 > 




Computer science students on the Utica Campus have been taught 
multiple skills. Whether they are in Computer Application, Visual Basic, 
Cifc and Java, students walk away with a better and more diverse 
understanding to the computer and how it is used in our everyday life. 





Computer Science 






MATHEMATICS 


"I matter because I am somebody. I 
am part of the future United States. 
We are the future doctors, lawyers, 
judges, president, army, etc. We 
are America." -Monisha Williams 


You can count on us! 






Willie Perkins, above, is one of the Mathematics instructors on the 
Utica Campus. He teaches his class with a lot of energy and wit. It's 
hard to be in Mr. Perkins class and not be a victim to his goofy jokes. 
Mr. Perkins ensures that every student in his class understands the 
material. He engages in games and activities that help to engage 
students and also help them understand the material. He works with 
his students and not only is he a Mathematics instructor but a mentor 
as well. Mr. Perkins has a joke about, "If i had a million dollars." Some 
times I wish some one gave him a million dollars to see what that "if" 
stands for. Counterclockwise from right, Dr. Stephanie Williams 
discussing slopes as Amber Sanders takes notes; Jennifer Flowers 
working on her math homework; Maricha Neal directs the math lab; 
Demonia Hodge explaining factoring. 



Richard Neal is a STEM-UP Initiative Program Scholar 
and also a Math Student. Richard is very passionate 
about Mathematics and is very engaged in math 
competitions or just an ordinary math class. While 
everyone is in class trying to figure out he equations or 
what x is equal to, Richard is in class like, " ooh man this 
is so easy.” 


Mathematics provides an essential base for a 
hundreds of professions. CEOs, lab 
technicians, scientists, business owners, 
programmers, designers and more all rely on 
a knowledge of the mathematical world 
around them. Utica offers a variety of math 
classes designed to meet the needs of 
students in every academic - and many 
technical - programs. The classes are taught 
with a variety of methods, from traditional 
face-to-face lectures and explanations to 
hybrid classes that offer online study and self- 
paced study through the completion of 
course modules. 

"One important 
lesson in MATH that 
we can all apply in our 
lives ALWAYS BE 
CAREFUL WITH 
THE SIGNS." 

1+1 WITH A MATH STUDENT 


Diara Jackson is a 

confident person. Her 
major is nursing and 
she picked it so that 
she could help others. 

After graduation, she 
plans to attend Alcorn 
or Southern Miss. She 
came to Utica because 
it is a small school and close to home. 

Diara spoke with me about her math class. She 
said that math is hard sometimes but she is devoted 
to being successful. Her favorite concept in math is 
slope. Just to give you an idea of her dedication, she 
was the first person in class and she was 15 minutes 
early. Her energy is great and she's the type of person 
you'd love to be around. 




Mathematics 


75 









COMPOSITION & LITERATURE 

”1 matter because I'm a black man 
trying to get an education” 

-Nicholas McKinney 

Where we practice the 'write' stuff 




English classes at Hinds focus on improving 
communication skills, which is critical for any 
profession. All Hinds graduates take at least 
Composition I, while those pursuing 
transfers to universities additionally take 
Composition II to build research skills and at 
least one literature course. Through writing 
and literature, we learn about the human 
experience and practice skills which help us 
relate better with one another. The 
storyteller's craft connects us with our 
heritage, and provides a glimpse to where 
we're heading. 


WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE 
CAMPUS MEMORY? 

"One event from my time at Hinds that I really enjoyed 
would have to be the Halloween Fest. It was really cool 
that the campus opened up for the kids and held 
activities. It made a way for kids to be safe on 
Halloween, while having fun. The whole Dormitory 
Drive was lit so that kids could play. There was candy, 
food, and much more. 

One of the most popular things during the Halloween 
fest was the haunted house. It really had kids running 
in fear. Some of the Hinds students were dressed up 
as ghouls and witches. Some were even dead and 
bloody!" 

- Xavier Reed 


"One event I will never forget is the carnival. They 
canceled all classes and had a dj who played a lot of 
dancing music. There were a lot of activities going on. 
Everyone was laughing and having fun together like 
at a family reunion. 

The activities were there for everyone to participate. 
They had a petting zoo with a huge snake, rabbits, and 
other interesting animals. There was a bouncy house 
obstacle course. They were selling great food like 
chicken and fries baskets, chili cheese fries, and more. 
They also had a photo booth with friends which was 
very fun. 

- Alexis Wood berry 



Ms. Trimble leads a discussion in her English class above. Clockwise from 
upper left: Lintondra Rice looks for a graphic novel in Mr. Fuller's 
composition class; brainstorming the narrative essay; enjoying the 
graphic novel collection; Gabriel Harper checking out his novel from Mrs. 
Greene; Dr. Jones leads a learning styles inventory workshop in 
composition; Daphanie Bryant has found her novel; Allison Allen and 
Cadeshia Denman getting to know each other a little better with a team 
building game in Mr. Fuller's class. 
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"I matter because I stand for 
something” -Delesha Butler 


SOCIAL SCIENCE 


Empathetic Uticanites working for social justice. 




Octavia Barnes makes her point during the Mental Health workshop, just 
one of the events Social Sciences sponsored this year. Counterclockwise 
from upper right: Dr. Daniels looking over work in Psychology; Monisha 
Williams and Lillian Greer dutifully taking their psychology exam; 
preparing to ace his test; social science students making use of the mini- 
lab; taking notes in Jimmie Jones' western civilization class; listening to 
student presentations in Sharon Melton's African American history class. 



The social sciences at Utica consist of history, 
sociology, criminal justice, and psychology 
classes. The department offers classes from 
African American history to marriage & 
family, and everything in between. The social 
science department also sponsors several 
clubs on campus, including the Peer 
Educators Club, designed to help students 
learn healthy living habits from each other. 


UTICA REPS IN NASHVILLE 

Edmond C. McDonald 

In my short time at Hinds, there have been many 
moments that are definitely worth remembering. One 
of those events happened recently. I was blessed with 
the opportunity to travel to Nashville, Tenn. to 
represent the school at a Behavioral Health 
convention. It was three days with all expenses paid, 
which made me even more stoked. We had the 
chance to represent Hinds in a positive light, learn a 
great deal, and network. 

While there, we had many acclaimed guest speakers 
who presented empowering information. They gave 
us key points on resume building and gave us added 
direction in the fields we were seeking. Some people 
acquired knowledge that made them realize that they 
were destined for another profession. They also gave 
us tips and tools of the trade when it came to 
behavioral health and psychological matters. We also 
took three college tours of HBCUsas well. The entire 
experience was positive and uplifting. I'm glad I was 
able to be blessed with the opportunity. 



Social Science 


77 





AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY 

”1 matter because I've got a lot of skill 
and I'm very good with my hands." 

-Zachary Hyder 

Driven to excellence! 




T oday's cars are more complicated than ever, 
and working on them requires high-tech 
training. Hinds-Utica offers that training 
through our Automotive Technology 
program which prepares students in the 
servicing and maintenance of all types of 
automobiles. Our students receive the very 
best hands-on training and instruction in our 
labs with experienced faculty. 

Education and training includes the diagnosis 
of malfunctions of all eight areas of ASE / 
NATEF certification: 

Engine Repair 

Electrical and Electronic Systems 

Engine Performance 

Brakes 

Steering and Suspension Systems 
Manual Drive Trains and Axles, 

Automatic Transmissions and Transaxles 
Heating and Air Conditioning 


"RON ANDERSON DID THAT" 

Profile by Rye Brown 

Ron Anderson is a 

handsome, intelligent, and 
respectful young man. He is 
majoring in auto collision 
repair. Ron is 19 and was 
born in Itta Bena, Miss, and 
raised in Greenville, Miss. 

When asked why he came to 
Hinds, he told me that he wanted to go to a school 
where he didn’t know anyone and also a school that 
offered his major. 

His passion for vehicles is evident. He loves to fix 
them because when the product is finished he can say 
"Ron Anderson did that.” He also told me how he had 
to take a car apart in order to fix it. He graduated from 
high school in 2016 and plans to graduate from Hinds 
in 2018. 





The Auto Repair students are taught various skills that prepare them for 
their careers after the Utica Campus. The students are given hands on 
training that helps them to have experience and exposure.The students 
also have offered services to current Hinds Community College students 
who needed to have their car checked. 

Auto Repair students are the future mechanics and mechanical 
technicians of tomorrow. 



AUTOMOTIVE 

SERVICE 

EXCELLENCE 




Auto Repair 





"1 matter because 1 love to make jokes 
and brighten people's day. 1 matter 
because 1 have purpose in life and 
people are counting on me to do 

INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 

Learning to care for the heartbeat of any facility. 

great." -Allison Allen 



The Industrial Maintenance Trades curriculum is a career-technical 




program designed to prepare students for entry-level employment 
as multi-skilled maintenance technicians. Industrial maintenance 
trade technicians are responsible for assembling, installing, and 
maintaining and repairing machinery used in the manufacturing or 
industrial environment. Students receive basic instruction in a wide 
variety of areas including safety, machinery maintenance and 
troubleshooting/service, blueprint reading, basic welding and 
cutting operations, basic machining operations, fundamentals of 
piping and hydro -testing, and fundamentals of industrial electricity. 


KEISHON PRACTICES HIS CRAFT 

Profile by Steven Lofton 

Keishon Bradley is an Industrial Maintenance major here 
at Hinds-Utica. Keishon started his college career off at 
another college but came to Utica for better educational 
opportunities. He graduates in May and plans to pursue 
a career in the field. 

Keishon says in order to be good at what you do, you have 
to practice your craft, so he constantly practices outside 
of class. He explained that once he graduates, he can get 
a well-paying job and later plans to return to school to 
further master his craft with an advanced degree. 


Students that major in Industrial Maintenance have a very demanding 
responsibility because they are the heartbeat of a successful Industry. 
Industrial maintenance is a required experience for students who want 
to focus on the mechanical and technical part of Industry. 


Industrial Maintenance Technology 






CARPENTRY 


Solid as the wood we work with. 


"I matter because I was placed on this 
earth for a purpose." -DeShawn Giles 


Residential Carpentry Technology is an 
instructional program designed to prepare 
students for entry level into the residential 
carpentry trade. The Residential Carpentry 
Program offers learning experiences in 
blueprint reading, estimating, building, 
installing, and repairing structural units. 


YOUR GREATEST MOTIVATION... 

To finish college. So that I can 
find a job doing what I have 
doing in class. 

- Justin Hall 

My greatest motivation is to see 
my son smile everyday. To make 
sure he has the tools need to be 
successful and live a better 
childhood. 

- Keith Evans 

My greatest motivation is my 
children. They constantly inspire 
me to keep pushing forward. 

- Yvonne Johnson 




The carpentry lab has a fully equipped workshop available for students’ 
projects. Above, Justin Hall grabs a circular saw from the tool room. 
Clockwise from upper left: Vincent Jackson working on a roofing demo; 
Carpentry I nstructor Leonard Knight demonstrates the proper angle cuts; 
the completed stairway provides student with practical design experience; 
scale models of residential carpentry methods; Justin with some of his 
work; Justin, Vincent, and Yvonne Johnson placing roof vents. 




Carpentry 









"I matter because I have so many 
ideas to offer the world" -Tyler Reed 


COLLISION REPAIR 


Making accidents look like they never happened. 




In collision repair, fixing dents is a technician’s bread and butter. The 
students above are demoing the proper procedure to fill in small dents 
and scrapes. Bonding material is used to match the contours of the body 
panel, then extensive sanding is used to blend in the patch before painting. 


The Collision Repair Technology program is 
designed to provide students with specialized 
skills for entry level jobs in the collision repair 
and refinishing trade. Our students receive 
the best training and instruction in repair and 
refinish work beginning with basic 
applications and progressing to heavy 
collision repairs requiring major body and 
frame alignment and panel replacement. 

Areas of specialty training include: 

Class Replacement 
Welding 

Replacement of Hardware and Trim Items 

Cosmetic Repair 

Structural Repair 

Roof and Fiberglass Repair 

Vehicle Painting 

Shop Management Techniques 

Collision Analysis and Estimation 


CAR SHOWS TO HER OWN SHOP 

Profile by Lintondra Rice 



Morgan Mason is a 

collision repair major 
from Jackson. She is very 
ambitious and loves 
working on cars. "I've 
been around cars since I 
was young going to car 
shows seeing antique 
cars. I knew one day that's 
exactly what I want to do." Since then, Morgan has 
been determined to go into the field and have her 
own shop one day. She's also planning to attend 
East Central to become an occupational therapist 
as her second job. When asked what she plans to be 
doing in five years, she replied "I plan to be successful 
with both jobs and be doing what I love." Despite 
working in a field typically associated with men, 
Morgan loves her work and is a great ex amp le of 
women being just as able as men. 


Collision Repair 








Cl UNARY ARTS 

"1 matter because I'm working to 
become a better person and looking 
towards my future." -Jamie Parker 

Cooking up great careers in food 




Under the direction of Chef Durnitra Weeks, 
Culinary Arts is one of the fastest growing 
programs on the Utica campus. The field is 
in high demand, and with so much attention 
being paid to kitchens on television and on 
the internet, it pays to know your way around 
a commercial kitchen. Chef Weeks grew up 
in Mound Bayou, surrounded by fantastic 
chefs. "I'm from a family of four cooks," she 
said. “So, the passion came from watching 
them and for the enjoyment on their faces." 

The Culinary Arts T echnology concentration 
provides a solid foundation in the methods 
and science of cooking through exposure to 
classical, American and international cuisine, 
as well as the art of baking and pastries. 
Special emphasis is placed on culinary tools, 
equipment, techniques, and specialty 
ingredients. The heart of the Culinary Arts 
program is hands-on lab instruction by a chef 
instructor in a commercial kitchen. 


EXPLORING CREATIVITY A PERK 

Profile by Keilah Drake 

Jonathan Bolton is a fun -loving, free- 
spirited nineteen-year-old from Moss 
Point, Mississippi. He is currently 
enrolled in the culinary arts program 
here at Utica. He loves how the 
B program constantly allows him to try 
ne^nmgs and exercise his creativity. His favorite 
moment at Hinds was learning how to make deviled 
eggs. Jonathan has a great passion for cooking; this 
passion was sparked when he was younger and 
resorted to eating as a way to cope with a difficult 
situation: “This was when I began to cook and 
realized I enjoyed it.” When he first began to attend 
Hinds, he did not enjoy it because he was not used 
to the classroom setting but he realized that he 
could not allow his dislikes to dictate the success 
that he saw in his future. After he graduates, he wants 
to attend Mississippi University for Women and 
continue to pursue a higher degree in culinary arts. 


A fully stocked commercial kitchen awaits students in the culinary arts 
program. Clockwise from upper left: students research nutritional 
information for their dishes; in one of Chefs daily challenges, students 
were asked to plate a dish. Here is Angela Maddox Banks’ tasty strawberry 
themed creation; beautiful plating is essential; the group took a trip to 
Mississippi State to explore a culinary arts convention - here the team is 
checking out the MSU cheese shop for some delicious ice cream; the first 
graduates of the new culinary arts program; 







Culinary Arts 










matter because some good things 
can be going on for me in society.” 

-Carl Lipscomb 









WINDY CITY A CULINARY FAV 

"My favorite event at Hinds was our end of the 
year trip in Culinary Arts to Chicago. We went to 
a food show that they have every year. There's a 
big center and they have booths of food to try 
or cooking equipment to use. We didn't only get 
to visit booths though; we also got to walk 
around the streets of Chicago! We did fun things 
like going bowling, shopping, and trying 
restaurants we never heard of. We also went to 
the Navy Pier and took a tour. The only part I 
didn't like was the train ride which was so 
uncomfortable and shaky." 

- Cadeshia Denman 

"I'll never forget going to Chicago with the 
Culinary Arts department. We visited different 
places, tried different foods, and even visited the 
Pier. We went to Chicago for the National Food 
Show-NRA, where we ate different fruits like 
gozyo, which is a small pomegranate. I tried 
alligator meat and bear sausage on garlic bread. 

I finally visited the restaurant Little Italy, which has 
the world's best pasta. 

The mall had eightfloors and three food courts. 
There were four McDonalds just on one side of 
town. I met a man named Green Eyes who was a 
stalker and tried to get us to go somewhere with 
him and some other folks. In all, it was definitely 
a memorable trip!" 

- Ryeisha Brown 



Culinary Arts 




EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

”1 matter because 1 am part of a 
generation that is lost and 1 want to 
make the next generation of children 
matter.” -Vatisha Collins 

Raising future Bulldogs to lead. 







| ^CHILPHOOP, 


Early Childhood Education is a focus at 
Hinds-Utica, with programs catering to 
students looking to work with pre-K 
students, as well as K-12 students. Early 
Childhood offers students a variety of 
options for increasing their skills leading to 
careers such as child care center director or 
owner, Head Startteacher, childcare teacher, 
or other related occupations working with 
children up to age 8. Students learn how to 
help children develop through working in 
close concert with parents. Students at Utica 
are able to participate in labs with our early 
childhood center, as well as through 
observations in programs around the area. 


WHY EARLY CHILDHOOD? 


"I selected the major because I 
personally think that every child 
deserves a bright future, and a 
bright future starts with 
education. I want to be the one 
to give it to them. 

- Ashley Nettle 



The early childhood crew loves our baby bulldogs! 


"I selected my major because I 
enjoy working with kids. I am 
thinking about opening my own 
daycare. 


- Willie Mae Williams 






Early Childhood Development 





”1 matter because 1 am a friendly 
person and motivated to further my 
education” -Willie Mae Williams 

ECE CLUB 

Promoting literacy & unity in the community . 
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The St. Patrick's Literacy Event was designed to help young students have 
fun with reading. Early Education Club members participated in read- 
alouds and threw a literacy party for the little ones. 


LOTS OF CORNY FUN 

An event I really liked was when my Early Childhood 
class went to a pumpkin patch to help the workers 
with the schools that were attending. We hel ped with 
corn mazes, wagon rides, and all the other activities 
and games the students were playing. I worked at 
the corn bucket. This activity allowed the students 
to take off their shoes and get in the corn to 
experience the feel and textures of the corn between 
their toes. I enjoyed this event because I got to meet 
different children of all ages from different schools. 
-Sunnye McDonald 


KEAIRA LOVES KIDS 

Profile by Shantavious Henderson 

KeAira Hardy is a determined early childhood major 
from Canton, Miss. She said that she came here 
because she did not want to go to college with 
people that she had already known from previous 
high schools she had attended. She chose her major 
because she loves children but does not want any of 
her own at this point in her life: "some children do 
not get the attention, love, or care that they need to 
survive and I am offering it to them because I know 
how it feels to be loved by someone." She loves her 
major because she loves to see kids learn. 

After graduation, KeAira is planning on continuing 
her major at Mississippi State to teach K-3 and then 
maybe move to T exas. Her favorite moment at Utica 
was the lip sync battle: "That gave me a big laugh. I 
didn’t have a clue that some of the teachers had it in 
them like that." 



Early Childhood Teachers Education Club 
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ELECTRONICS 

”1 matter because 1 have a future to 
accomplish and make people smile." 

-Hosea Jackson, Jr. 

Understanding the mysteries within. 





Electronics Technology provides the 
instruction needed for students to become 
competent electronictechnicians. Students 
in the program learn a number of concepts 
through hands-on labs and coursework 
designed to give students the practical 
experience they will need in the workforce. 
Students take courses in AC and DC 
circuits, digital electronics, 

microprocessors, solid state devices, 
computer fundamentals, linear ICs, and 
electronic communications. Additional 
options include coursework in 
programmable logic controllers, fiber 
optics, and interfacing techniques. 

FROM N.O. TO I.C. 

Profile by Allison Allen 


Antonio Greene, also 
known as Big Ant, is smart 
and has a passion for the 
world of electronics. He's 
a funny guy who likes to 
joke around with the class. 

He has even been known 
to ask Mr. Collins to sit 
down and let him teach on 
days when the class seems 
sluggish. Ant likes to 
exolore new things and whatever he learns, he's 
willing to share with his friends, or even random 
people that he doesn't know. 

"Coming straight out of NO" as he says, meaning 
New Orleans, we have a lot of things in common. 
Not only that, we both grew up in the same area when 
I spent summers at my aunt's house. Of course, we 
didn't know each other until now, but we have the 
same desire for electronics and to learn the nature of 
how new things are made. 





The drones are here! Gerald Collins, Electronics instructor, demonstrates 
the usage of the drone, above with Antonio Greene. Clockwise from 
upper left: Ethel Jones configuring her test station; the robotic arm; Mr. 
Collins and the many toys in the electronics lab; Antonio and Marenda 
Johnson working on their lab; Kennyeta Bell showcasing his prototype 
drone; Kendric McBride controlling the robotic arm; Mr. Collins and the 
prototype. 



Electronics Tech 







1 matter because I'm an important 
person, not just for myself, but also 
to help others." -Richard Simmons 

RADIO & TELEVISION 

Master communicators sharing a vision. 










One of the hallmarks of Utica's Radio & TV production program is the 
focus on connecting students with industry. Special guest speakers are a 
regular occurrence in the program. Above, WAPT's Erin Pickens spoke 
with the students about her broadcasting experience. Counterclockwise 
from upper right: the new logo for WHUC, Channel 7!; this year's 
reporting staff for Utica Live; Mr. Crisler in the production lab; Tracey 
Terrel interviews Dr. Gore for WHUC; the campus editing bays see a lot 
of action during the year; Jaylon Gooden reporting on a SkillsUSA 
fundraiser; Delois Brown covered a story on our Hinds Hero, Denise 
Taylor; Malik Walton reporting from the Bronner Bros, hair show in 
Atlanta. 


Under the direction of Timothy Crisler, the 
Radio & Television Production and 
BroadcastTechnology program isoneofthe 
most active on campus. Throughout the 
year, students in the program produced 
dozens of pieces which were distributed 
online and through Utica's TV station. The 
program prepares individuals to work in a 
variety of broadcasting media. Students take 
classes in broadcast writing, mass 
communication, television production, 
audio production, editing, station 
administration, broadcast announcing, and 
more. The program allows students to leave 
Utica prepared to work in the industry. 
Students in the program are also active in the 
National Association of Black Journalists, 
which provides opportunities for networking 
and professional development. 


RICHARD SELECTED AS FELLOW 

Profile by Evelyn Stewart 

Richard Simmons was 

selected to attend the 
Florida A&M NABJ 
Short Course as an 
inaugural community 
college fellow. Hosted 
at FAMU in Tallahassee, 
the three-day intensive 
journalism workshop 
provided hands-on 
experience and 

practical guidance into 
the journalism industry.Simmons was one of three 
students on the Utica campus who competed for a 
slot in the program. 

"I am very proud of Richard and the hard work he 
put into his television reporting and broadcast skills 
to compete on this level," said Timothy Crisler, 
Radio/TV instructor. "This is a tremendous honor for 
Richard. No one at the two-year college level has 
achieved this honor." 




Radio/TV 


87 








BARBERING 

1 matter because 1 have potential 1 
have yet to meet and a passion to be 
the best at whatever 1 do" -Ron White 

Always a cut above. 





The barbering program at Utica prepares 
students to cut and style hair, with training in 
straight-razor shaving, sales, business 
management, and state law. Students 
graduating the program will be qualified to 
take the State Barber Board examination and 
begin work as professional barbers. Thisyear, 
the barbering facilities in the H.H. Davis 
building were moved to the old high school 
library in order to allow renovations to begin. 
The entire space was transformed into a 
modern barber shop with individual work 
stations for each student. Barbering students 
were active on cam pus thisyear, representi ng 
Utica in a number of barbering competitions. 


BIG DREAMS = BIG SUCCESS 

Profile by Dorethea Mack 

Jeremy Archie's dreams have been big his entire life. 
He says that not once did he have to question his 
ability to get through school. Jeremy is taking 
barbering classes, which is something he loves to 
do. I've known Jeremy all my life and he's a very 
hardworking man. 

Yes, everybody has a little craziness in them, but 
he always knew the right time and place to do so. 
Jeremy plans on attending Hinds for two more 
semesters, after which he plans to become the best 
barber ever. There's nothing like having a gift, but 
only you can make the decision to use it. 








Barbering 





"1 matter because 1 take life and my 
education seriously. My name tells 
the story." -Shontavier Sproulls 

COSMETOLOGY 

Master stylists transforming lives. 






Cosmetology prepares students to 
become a licensed operator to operate his 
or her own shop or to work with others. 
Students in the program learn hair styling, 
tinting, bleaching, anatomy, hygiene, 
bacteriology, sterilization, sanitation, 
shampooing, hair cutting, scalp 
treatments, beauty shop management, and 
wigology. 


PONDALISA TURNS HEADS 

Story by Shianna Richardson 

Pondalisa Washington is originally from Hazlehurst 
and chose Utica as her best option for school because 
she only lives 30 minutes away. Her favorite moment 
on campus is "self style Wednesdays" when they get 
to design their own hair. She also enjoys doing 
makeup on those Wednesdays and gets everything 
done at no cost. 

After Pondalisa graduates from Hinds, she plans on 
going to JSU to get a degree in Elementary 
Education. She loves doing hair and believes that 
every client she has must leave her chair glistening 
and glamorous. Slaying hair and makeup is what 
motivated Pondalisa to become a cosmetologist. She 
chose Utica over Delta Tech because she heard that 
Utica had one of the best programs and she only 
wanted to learn from the best. Pondalisa says that 
she's the truth at making wigs and slaying makeup, 
but she sucks at doing hard styles and creative styles. 
She said she won't give up on getting better at her 
weaknesses on her path to becoming a professional 
cosmetologist. 


Cosmetology 
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CLOTHING & FASHION DESIGN 

“My greatest motivation is to be a 
better me, making myself better in all 
aspects of life." -Alexis Brinston 

Future stars of the runway are born here. 

jn 


1H 



Dr. Curtis Core leads the clothing and 
fashion design program by example, having 
designed countless pieces for over 150 
different fashion shows across the South. In 
this program, students learn how to design 
the latest fashions using cutting-edge 
technologies, such as computerized sewing 
machines which allow students to experiment 
with unique stitching patterns that would be 
impossible to recreate by hand. Students 
learn both the design side, as well as the 
technical skills needs to bring their creations 
from the initial sketch to reality. Utica 
students participated in the annual Utica 
fashion show, developing many unique and 
stylish looks for the audience's enjoyment. 


FASHION DESIGN PROFILES 

Profile by Jakiyah Stirgus 

Santerrica Campbell is part of the clothing and 
fashion design program on the Utica campus. She 
chose Hinds to support her hometown of Utica and 
because they had a program which interested her. 
Her favorite moment on campus was the fashion 
show. After graduation, she would like to go to the 
Art Institute of Atlanta to continue pursuing her 
dream to become a clothing and fashion designer. 
She would one day like to become a model in a 
magazine. One of her favorite designs she has made 
so far was a springtime pink and green polka dotted 
romper with pink and green buttons going down the 
front and back. Her designs were featured in the 
Utica fashion show. She was also one of the models. 
She was proud that her and her team won second 
place which motivates her to push on and make more 
designs for fashion shows. 


This flaring, passionate, vibrant masterpiece of art is one of many 
breathtaking, creative, and unique pieces created by the Clothing and 
Fashion Design students on the Utica campus. The red floral inspired 
dress, white wedding dress, and black lacy dress were all created by 
students. 








Clothing and Fashion 










WELDING & CUTTING 


"I matter because I better the people 
around me." -Malik Gaines 



The before and after pictures of an old church bell given to the Welding 
class here on the Utica campus to repair. The students spent a week 
working on the bell. The bell's frame and stand were broken and the bell 
itself was in need of sanding, cleaning, and repainting. The picture above 
is the finished and complete repair of the church bell returned to the 
church ground in perfect, functional condition, ready to call worshipers 
together in celebration. 


Mr. Hood cuts up. 



Franklin Hood is one of the welding and 
cutting instructors on the Utica Campus 
and he works diligently with his students to 
ensure that they learn what is necessary for 
them to be successful in welding. Mr. Hood 
and his students have worked together on 
hands on projects to help his students earn 
the experience from behind the desk. "I 
focus on earning my students trust because 
I want them to trust me with their success 
and to know that as an instructor and 
mentor I wantthe bestfor them." Mr. Hood 
is not only identified as a great instructor 
by his students but also a great friend and 
mentor. While interviewing Mr. Hood, I 
discovered that he is full of humor but he 
is also a realist and he cares about his 


students' success. He is focused on making 
sure that his students have applied all the 
skills and experiences to lead to a good 
career after the Utica Campus. "At the end 
of the day, I do what I do because I care 
about my students and teaching is my 
passion." 

GAMALIEL LETS SPARKS FLY 

_ i . i _ . . Profile by Valorie Gladney 

Gamaliel Turner is one J J 

of the top students in his 
welding class. He spoke 
with pride about his time 
in the shop; his favorite 
moments on campus are 
welding and creating 
different designs and 
sculptures. He chose this 
major because he was inspired by a lot of his family 
members that are welders, and because there is a lot 
of money involved. He decided to try it out and now 
he loves what he does. He had the opportunity to 
participate in the SkillsUSA this year, which is a 
competition where students can com pete at the local 
or state level to show their skills in the field. There 
demonstrated his ability to design and produce a 
sculpture. Going to this competition was an honor, 



as he was the only member of his class se 
represent the campus. 


ected to 
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ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY 

"It's important to have an education 
because there's not a lot of things 
you can do without it.” 

-Kaleb Carpenter 

Nothing happens on stage without this crew. 





The Entertainment Industry Mechanics 
program is designed to prepare individuals 
for the entertainment industry by allowing 
them to engage in hands-on training and 
provide them with the skills needed for 
industry, including digital sound, lighting, 
editing, and stage craft. 


EVERETT CLIMBING TO HEIGHTS 

Profile by Keenen Frazier 


Everett Purnell is an Entertainment 
Industry Mechanics major. He's a 
very determined young man who 
wants nothing but success. He's 
very dedicated to his job, and 
hopes to one day be at the top with 
other big name artists. He's a very 
enthusiastic person, loves his major, and he's one of 
the outstanding students in the program. 

Everett came to the Utica campus because he felt 
a great atmosphere. He plans on moving to New York 
after graduation to pursue his career. He said that one 
day he'd like to work with Jay Z when he gets there. 
Everett is graduating in May and said he will miss 
Hinds. He enjoyed every minute on campus. 




The Bobby G. Cooper Fine Arts Center received a colorful upgrade this 
semester, with new lighting designs by the EIM students. Above, Willemna 
McCoy is cutting gels for the lights. Clockwise from upper left: Everett 
Purnell inserting those gels into the light fixtures; Janerio Dixon on the 
turntables; Tyreese Taylor mixing and mastering tracks; Entertainment 
Industry Mechanics instructor Cedric Smith in the studio control room; 
Mr. Smith delivering a lecture; confirming some details with Dr. Cooper 
to prepare for a special program in the Fine Arts Center; more gels! 





Entertainment Industry Mechanics 








I'm important because one day 1 will 
be helping to save lives" 

-Amber Sanders 

HOLTZCLAW HERITAGE TRIP 

Exploring Holtzclaw's Footsteps in the Miss. Delta 










At city hall in Mound Bayou, famous Black Americans are carved in wood, 
making for a unique piece of art. Fayth Griffin and Corternana Nelson 
join that illustrious group above. Counterclockwise from upper right: the 
Hinds bus at Dockery Farms. Many famous musicians have performed 
here over the years; the whole crew in front of the Blues Trail marker; 
and again in front of the Dockery Farms cotton shed; Mayor Johnson 
discussing Mound Bayou's unique history as a black town; Delesha Butler 
and LaPeaches Pollard chatting with some of the seniors; Valley president 
William Bynum welcoming the group to campus; Dabrianne’ Milton 
chatting with Valley band director Kenneth Milton (it turns out, they 
discovered they're family!) & Valley history prof. Dr. C. Sade T urnipseed. 


As part of the Intro to Humanities class, Utica 
students had the opportunity to trace 
Holtzclaw's footsteps in the Mississippi Delta 
on our Heritage Trip. In Black Man's Burden , 
Holtzclaw describes his efforts to found the 
school. His initial idea was to start a school 
patterned after Tuskegee in the Delta. He 
wentto Mound Bayou, butwastold he would 
need to have his funding lined up before the 
town elders would support a school. He then 
tried to start a school in Renova, and a little 
town outside of Yazoo City, but ran into 
roadblocks there as well, before making his 
way to Utica. 

Students on our heritage trip visited sites 
throughout the Delta. 


OUR ITINERARY 

6:00 am Leave Utica 
6:45 am Stop for a donut run at Monroe's 
8:30 am Tour Dockery Farms, often regarded as 
the birthplace of delta blues, home of legendary 
blues musician Charley Patton 
10:00 am Tour of Mound Bayou with Mayor Darryl 

Johnson 

12:00 Lunch with Mound Bayou seniors 
1:30 pm Tour Delta Blues Museum, Clarksdale, MS 
3:30 pm Historical talk from Dr. C. Sade Turnipseed 
4:00 pm Tour of Mississippi Valley University 
6:30 pm Dinner in Greenwood 
9:30 pm Return to Utica 



Holtzclaw Heritage Trip 










3 


Utica 
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Each month, the faculty selected a different affirmation to 
guide us through the month. Share the #UMatter inspiration. 


“ "Learning is finding out what you 
o already know. Doing is 
^ demonstrating that you know it. 
Teaching is reminding others that 
they know just as well as you. You 
are all learners, doers, teachers." 

-- Jonathan Livingston Seagull 



"Life likes to be taken by the lapel 
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Why do you even matter? 

I matter because I am important and serve a purpose in life. I believe that 
everyone is important and that everyone has a purpose, but it's your choice 
on what you want to do in life. One reason I know I matter is because the 
things I was meant to accomplish while I am here. Another reason would be 
the key role I play in other people's lives. 

-Kenneth Henry 


I matter because I am intelligent. I matter because I strive and have dreams. I 
matter because what I put my mind to, I accomplish. I matter because I'm 
going to be great one day. I matter because of the stance I take in my life 
now. I matter because I took a path to be something. 

-Aaliyah Grant 


I matter because I am the kind of individual that people rarely meet in their 
lifetime. I bring kindness and caring to a new level beyond the stars. I matter 
because I find joy in the enjoyment of others. I encourage others to smile, to 
be happy, and to have faith in order to succeed in having a glorious life. I 
matter because of the Almighty God that people look for to rely on in hard 
times. God made me this way for a reason. I matter because the Almighty 
God told me so! 


-Aaron Jones 


I matter because everyone matters in their own way. You are on this earth 
for a reason; you just have to figure out what that is. I matter because I can 
change people's lives in a special way. I make their life better. I am in a happy 
mood almost every day, and I leave others in the same mood because I 
won't leave until they are happy. Everyone matters to me in their own ways. 

-Marcus Roberts 


I matter because people, including myself, think I do. Nothing in the work 
has inherent meaning or worth until human beings make it so. It's that 
simple. People feeling I matter is what makes me matter, having value to 
other people. To matter means, in my opinion, that your presence on the 
planet is felt on a physical or emotional level. If I were to die, people would 
be affected by it.. .maybe? Wait, not for very long...hmm. Change of plans. I 
don't matter. You don't matter. No one matters.. .unless other people feel 
that we do. If you aren't affecting anyone or anything, if you aren't affecting 
things, you stop mattering. 

-Breanna Gillard 



Clubs and Organizations 



,'s state of the art Student Union 
[the 2016-2017 
be ready for 
)eginning in the summer. The 
/ renovated Union features an 
:w student patio, new cafeteria 
;, student focused offices for 
stop services, and plenty of 
out space. We can't wait! 


1NDER CONSTRUCTION 



Major excitement on campus this semester with a minor fire in the old gym. Thankfully fire 
crews were able to respond quickly before much damage was done. 


Utica Under Construction 
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Utica's newest club on campus is Glee, formed by eager 
members of the choir who wanted to put together a pep 
group to sing contemporary hits with some sass. Cedric 
Smith is the group's sponsor. Glee Club continues the 
great tradition of quality music programs at Hinds-Utica. 









Glee Club 



97 






fsi hm®® 






Choir 





interstate signs creative commons, wikicommons 







5 


INTERSTATE 


.283 

Iinterstate^N 

'95 


ON TOIR 


Dr. Bobby Cooper and the choir on tour! 
Clockwise from right Jackson, Miss.; Dr. Cooper 
and the Jubilee Singers in Atlanta; Cedric Smith 
leads the gospel choir featuring alumni Tevin 
Stubbs; below, the choir performs in Atlanta and 
at Urbana (ill.) High School. 





"Over Spring Break, I was on tour with 
the Utica campus choir. We 
barnstormed to three different states. 
Also we had to perform at 10 schools 
in two days, not counting the 
performance that night. I got to see a 
lot of new things and I got to play in 
the snow! Overall the tour was great 
and so was our performance.” 
-Travon Johnson 


"My favorite memory on campus was going 
on tour with the choir. Although we had to 
wake up really early and pack light, we had a 
really good time. We went to Atlanta, 
Kentucky, and Champagne, Illinois. We sang 
gospel, glee, and choir music, so we had a 
great variety of songs to sing. We sang and 
danced for different schools and got to stay 
in many different hotels. 

All in all, the trip was a success. We had a 
great time and a very long bus ride back 
home. This trip was the best Spring Break 
ever and I wouldn't have changed a thing 
about it.” -Cordasha Bland 



Choir 











A mental disorderor mental illness is a 
diagnosable illness that: 


emotional 


thinking 


Affe 


person 


behavior 


ruptsth 



Peer hducators 







MENTAL 

HEALTH 

FIRST AID 






Over 40 students and faculty from the Utica campus 
participated in the Mental Health First Aid training 
workshop. Participants engaged in interactive games and 
activities to think through mental health challenges, 
learning ways to appropriately response when our friends 
or coworkers exhibit signs of mental distress. 


Peer tducators 
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meet the Sophomores 





Jorene' Evans 


" STEM allowed to see me to see 
another part of the world from a 
different perspective. They have 
taught me good resume skills and Dr. 

Gardner is a great mentor I have been 
taught team work and time 
management skills that have helped 
me become a successful student." 



Aai 


"STEM has exposed me to opportunities 
to internships and transfer 
opportunities. It has helped me build my 
leadership skills and critical learning 
skills. STEM has helped me focus on my 
major and has pushed me to succeed in 
my career.lt has helped me to learn how 
to do self evaluations and taught me to 
learn to help others and not only myself 
to succeed." 



Tevis Bowie 

"STEM provided me with the 
financial assistance to go to school and 
released the financial burden from 
paying for books and room and board. 
In the Learn To Learn program I 
learned how to apply me critical 
thinking skills not only in academics 
but also in life in life in general. STEM 
has taught me the importance of self 
evaluation and the value of 



Lillian Greer 


"The STEM scholarship is very helpful 
to me because it helped pay for an 
education and also has helped me 
manage my time wisely. STEM has 
helped mentor me into valuing my time 
and developing my skills as related to 
my major. STEM has given me the 
opportunity to travel to Washington 
DC and Atlanta, which has given me 
exposure to Network opportunities." 


STEM: 


teamwork." 


Science, Technology, Engineering, and 


Math 


STEM is an active organization on the 
Utica campus that has enrolled hundreds of 
students that aspire to major in the STEM 
fields. To be eligible for STEM, students 
must have at least a 17 on the ACT and a 
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Zavier Smith and Sabrevian Davis are the 
STEM-UP Students that participated in the Ballon 
launch that was an activity where they released a 
weather balloon. The students and their mentors 
built a board where they put gas in the balloon and 
also set go pros on the rope and put helium inside 
of the balloon then launched it. The students and 
their mentors for the program later tracked the 
balloon down and collected data to see how high 
the balloon went. Sabrevian and Zavier 
represented the Utica Campus in this experiment 
and helped to demonstrate the process to visiting 
High School seniors, students of the Utica 
Campus, staff and administration. In Sabrevian's 
hand, she is holding the camera that helps her to 
keep track of the balloon and its destination. 
What's really interesting is, not only do they know 
when the balloon is launching, but they are also 
able to fairly accurately predict the time and 
location of the landing by examining the weather 
patterns and carefully regulating the helium input. 


3.0 GPA leaving high school. After students 
meet the requirements for STEM-UP 
scholarship, they compete in an intensive 
summer program that helps to determine if 
the student is capable of handling the 
academic responsibilities and challenges 
related to the STEM field. After a week of 
hard work and dedication, the students are 
then selected and mentored into the realties 
and demands that the STEM program 
requires. 


STEM 





STEM-UP Initiative Program has been one 
of the Utica Campuses most popular 
organization that has focused on excelling 
its students academic excellence and also 
introducing them to a variety of 
scholarships and internships. STEM has 
not only provided internship experiences to 
most of its students but has given students 
exposure to their STEM careers at an early 
stage in order to give students the liberty to 
engage in their anticipated major. Students 
have various activities and programs that 
they attend national wide that are involved 
with STEM. These programs do not only 
give students exposure but also experience 
and these activities and experiences are a 
resume builder for STEM students. The 
students that participate in STEM also 
participate in other various activities, clubs 
and organizations on the Campus. 

Most STEM students have moved on to 
transfer to four year institutions from all 
over the nation. STEM has motivated 
students to focus in STEM related majors 
and studies while helping their students 
receive the financial funding to make it 
possible to achieve their academic goals. 


meet the Sophomores 




STEM 


STEM IN 

WASHINGTON DC 


THE STEM-UP Initiative Program is 
involved in National trips that 
exposes its students to Research and 
Networking opportunities. The 
STEM Program has taken its students 
to various out-of-state Conferences 
and Programs that have prepared its 
students for Academic success and 
mentored students on how to build a 
resume. STEM has made it a priority 
to ensure that students have all the 
necessary requirements that will 
ensure them to be successful in the 
STEM division. 


STEM has introduced its students to 
internships with different 
organizations such as Mississippi 
INBRE, that offers competitive 
scholarships to students who are 
interested in research and service 
study in STEM. Students Caitlin 
Richmond and Kayla Rice participated 
in internships that were involved with 
STEM and went to Washington to 
participate in Conventions and also 
present their research and what they 
learn with different students from all 
over the nation. 



Dr. Gardner, Caitlin Richmond and Kayla Rice sharing a 
selfie in Washington D.C 



Kayla Rice presenting her Research in 
Washington D.C. 
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STEM Trip to DC 





"Having the opportunity to be part of the Washington D.C 
National STEM experience is an honor because it gives me 
an opportunity to share my research and experience as a 
STEM student. I have been given the opportunity to learn 
about various types of research from different students 
from all over the world." 

- Caitlin Richmond 


A trip to the new African 
American History museum at 
the Smithsonian was a 
powerfully moving experience. 





"Being part of the Washington D.C experience 
is an opportunity that opens doors to 
networking and Scholarship. Thanks to STEM, 
for proving to me that a small town Jackson 
Mississippi girl is in Washington D.C presenting 
a research that would have not been possible 
without the help of STEM. Did I tell you that 
this experience is also helping me conquer my 
fear of flights?" 

- Kayla Rice 



STEM Trip to DC 










STEM Balloon Launch 



The STEM-UP Initiative Program is one of the most active programs 
on the Utica Campusthat is involved in STEM related activities. STEM 
is very particular about the internships that they involve their students 
in. STEM for a couple of years now has involved its students in various 
activities that involve research and creativity in the STEM field that 
help students advance their skills in their anticipated majors. The 
Ballon launch by STEM is a study that students participate in a study 
about helium balloons and their importance. These scientific helium 
balloons are used in all aspects of STEM and research. Students 
prepare the balloon for launching due to the fact that it is a group 
effort that requires everyone's efforts and skills to ensure that the 
balloon is launched using the right procedures and that it arrives to 
its assigned destination at the given time. 




"This experience is an opportunity to explore the 
different branches of STEM." Richard Neal, above 
with his arduino based circuit. 



The Ballon Launch is an experiment and an experience that students 
find very interesting due to the fact that they didn't expect a Helium 
Balloon to take up so much work to set up. This is not only an 
opportunity to learn about helium balloons but it is a resume 
building activity and a hands on experience for students in STEM. 


The students present their research and data that they learn and 
acquired from their mentors from the Ballon Launch. Students 
explained how they created their materials and came to having the 
balloon to launch. Students Zavier Smith, Richard Neal and Brianna 
Brown, along with area high school students, below. 



"Change will lead to 
insight far more often than 
insight will lead to 
change." Milton Erickson 

"There can be no great 
accomplishment without 
risk." 


Neal Armstrong 





Mr. Smith and Ms. Davis securing the data 
collection module. 


Notice the Bulldog strapped to the 
payload line...GO BULLDOGS IN SPACE!! 



Preparing the balloon for launching. 








The Ballon Launch was very successful despite the rain, everyone was 
determined to make sure that the balloon launched and a little rain was 
not going to stop a big mission. I watched as the rain had started 
coming down but that was not even close to a distraction. The balloon 
at first flew in the wrong direction, although it was quickly rescued and 
it flew in hr right position, to the right destination. This should teach us 
all in life that, even the greatest huddles should never distract us from 
our true goal to succeed. Nothing is impossible and despite the 
distraction, we have to keep our eyes focused on the goal. 



Dr. Gardner is making 
sure she doesn't miss 
a single detail. 



Who said you 
couldn't smile at 
work? They must 
have not met 


Ms. Davis. 




Science is simply the word we use to 
describe a method of organizing our 
curiosity. 


Tim Inching 


STEM Balloon Launch 





Graduation is a very important event at the Utica Campus and at 
colleges around the world. Graduation signifies the academic 
achievement and handwork of the student. Most students await 
graduation because it is proof that the students worked hard to 
meet the graduation requirements. The endless McGraw Hill 
assignments, projects, preparation for Ms. Era's speech class, 
studying for a lab test, group projects and presentations, the 
victims of 8:30's and the endless 1 1 :59's, the rush to the cafeteria 
trying to make it just in time to avoid the tardy policy, the long 
lines in the councilors office trying to drop a class but you decide 
to stick it through, the temptation to go to a party but you decide 
to stay in and do homework, the days when it was probably 
raining but you made it a priority to go to class, moments when 
you wanted to give up because you missed home but you pulled 


m 
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through, the second thoughts about if it was even worth it, that 
loud voice in your head telling you to quit and just get a job but 
that little faith in your heart saying a career is worth the hard work, 
that painful kick the face when you stayed up studying for a quiz 
and you still fail but that drive and determination not to give up. All 
this is the reason whey graduation is very significant in the life of a 
student. An Associates Degree from the Utica campus is not only 
proof that a student has archived the required credentials but also 
proves to the students and fellow peers that the journey and the 
sacrifice was worth it. Graduation might be the end of the road but 
it's not the end of the journey, it's a boost to greater experiences. 


Daphine Ndishabandi 
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a firs 


Dr. William B. Bynum 

PRESIDENT OF MISSISSIPPI 
VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY 


Dr. William B. Bynum is the President of 
Mississippi Valley State University. He will be the 
2017 Graduation Commencement speaker. 


Dr. Bynum's personal and professional motto is, 
"Look back and thank God. Look forward and 
trust God. Look around and serve God. Look 
around and find God." m m 

157 


2016 Graduation 
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tica's Historic Legacy 


I n 1902, William H. Holtzclaw 
arrived in Utica with an old bicycle, 
a pocket watch, two dollars and a 
dream - a dream which led to the 
formation of the Utica Industrial and 
Normal Institute for the Training of 
Colored Young Men and Women. 
From the very beginning, Holtzclaw 
was determined to build an 
institution of higher learning that 
would be accessible to the 
community, regardless of one's 
income level or social standing. 

In his autobiography, The Black 
Man's Burden, Holtzclaw writes 
about how he did not turn anyone 
away for an inability to pay. He 
accepted tuition payments in the 
form of farm produce, work on the 
school grounds, or in one case, a 
mother's tired milk cow. All he 
required in return was that students 
gave their very best effort while at 
the school. That effort led to some 
remarkable outcomes. In an era 
where Jim Crow laws and racist 
rhetoric from elected officials were 
the norm, Holtzclaw's students 
proved that they would not be 
defined by the limited options that 
some held for them. 


Holtzclaw firmly believed that land 
ownership and self-determination 
were the keys to prosperity. His 
entire curriculum was centered 
around these ideas and he held 
faculty, staff, and students to a very 
high standard. Each year, Holtzclaw 
held farmer's conferences designed 
to encourage local farmers to 
engage in modern farming practices 
and to purchase their own land, 
rather than rely on sharecropping. 

The faculty in Holtzclaw's day were 
remarkably dedicated to his vision 
for the campus. Holtzclaw recounts 
many instances where faculty gave 
up their paychecks in order to keep 
the school afloat. He recalled 
receiving one letter from one of his 
teachers while on a fundraising trip in 
the North. The teacher wrote to ask 
if Holtzclaw could send, not her 
paycheck, but just enough money 
for a pair of shoes as the winter 
weather was making it difficult for 
her to attend class in bare feet. 

Black Man's Burden is remarkable 
not only as the first book published 
by an African American in Mississippi, 
but also as an account of Holtzclaw's 
efforts to build the school into a 
strong institution. 


In 1952, the Utica Institute became 
Utica Junior College, with the Utica 
Agricultural High School continuing 
to educate African American 
students. A landmark civil rights 
lawsuit was brought against the state 
by Jake Ayers and other plantiffs who 
argued that the junior colleges were 
racially segregated with Hinds Junior 
College operating as a school for 
white students and Uticajunior 
College designated as a school for 
black students. In response to this 
lawsuite, in 1982, Uticajunior 
College merged with Hindsjunior 
College to become what would 
today be known as Hinds 
Community College-Utica Campus. 
As part of this merger, funds were 
distributed more equitably across the 
district, allowing Utica to construct 
dormitories, renovate classroom 
space, raise instructor salaries, and 
recruit students more broadly. Utica 
proudly maintains its HBCU 
designation and continues to work 
to serve the entire community. 



Historic Utica 





Did you know... Mr. & Mrs. Holtzclaw 
are buried on campus? Their tree- 
shaded graves are nestled on a quiet 
hill on campus behind the vocational 
buildings. 

Did you know.... Booker T. 
Washington visited Utica in 1908? 
Holtzclaw was Washington's student 
and personal secretary while at 
T uskegee. It was there that he decided 
he would start a school in Mississippi 
built on the Tuskegee model. 
Holtzclaw kept in close contact with 
his mentor and in 1908, Washington 
paid the campus a visit. It was a real 
"red-letter day" with parades and 
speeches at the old train depot in 
Utica. Some of the trustees of the 
Utica Institute were nervous about 
hosting Washington because they 
feared violence, but Holtzclaw has 
assurances from the local white 
community that Washington would 
we welcomed and the event went off 
without incident. 


Did you know... Utica is known as a 
"little Tuskegee"? Graduates of 
T uskegee fan ned out across the South 
to start institutions patterned after the 
Tuskegee model. Hinds-Utica is one 
of a handful still in existence. Others 
include Vorhees and Grambling. 

Did you know... Utica is the oldest 
campus in the Hinds family? While the 
Hinds system is celebrating its 
Centennial this year, Hinds-Utica is 
actually 114 years old! 

Did you know... Holtzclaw founded 
the Utica Jubilee Singers to help 
promote the school on fundraising 
trips throughout the North? The 
Jubilee Singers are one of the oldest 
still in existence, with only Fisk 
University maintaining an older Jubilee 
group. 

Did you know... George Washington 
Carver was a regular visitor on 
campus? Holtzclaw invited Carver 
each year to speak at the Farmer's 
Conferences. In the archives, we have 
a warm letter from Holtzclaw to 
Carver where he informed him of a 
tree which was planted in his honor to 
be forever known as the Carver Oak. 


Photos from the upper left: 

President Walter Washington; 
Washington Hall, named for Booker 
T. Washington; Booker T. 
Washington's visit to Utica 
culminated with a trip to the Illinois 
monument in Vicksburg; President 
Stokes; an early Utica Institute 
diploma; the faculty of the Utica 
Institute, 1908-1909; the first trustees 
of the college; the first graduating 
class; President Boyd. 

Photos from the lower left: President 
and Founder William H. Holtzclaw; 
the plantation mansion on Utica's 
grounds when Holtzclaw purchased 
the land for the Utica Institute; 
President Holtzclaw, Jr.; Holtzclaw's 
office; Mississippi Hall, built with 
gifts from Holtzclaw's fundraising 
efforts; the men of Utica; farmers 
coming to hear Booker T. 
Washington speak on campus; 
President Grantham; the Pine 
Cottage. 

images courtesy of the Utica Institute 
archives at the William H. Holtzclaw library. 




Student Support Services 


Students visit colleges all across the Southeast on cultural enrichment trips. 


In the fall, Student Support Services went 
to Grambling. Ms. Johnson and Mrs. Allen 
took 30 students on a Louisiana college 
trip. We first visited the University of 
Louisiana-Monroe. I enjoyed the tour of 
ULM because their campus was so in tune 
with us and had a lot of things to offer. After 
the tour, we went to the mall of Monroe. 
I'm used to going there, so I pretty much 
knew my way around. 

The next day, we toured Grambling, and 
boy were they turnt! They treated us as if 
we were already students. They had all the 
types of events you attend at a big college. 
We had a boxing ring, ago cart course, and 


a bicycle race. They grilled for us as we 
listened to the band play in the square. Later 
that afternoon, we went out to eat at 
Friday's. That food was the bomb. I was so 
full that I slept all the way back to the hotel. 

Later that evening, we went to the 
Grambling-Alcorn State game, where 
Alcorn got beat 33-12. It was a blow out. 
Their crowd was so turnt, I thought about 
transferring right then and there. Late that 
night, back at the hotel, we all spent some 
time together at the pool. It was a great 
trip! 

-Allison Allen 




Lillian Greer checks out the ULM campus with the group, above, while 
Jeffery Fairley and Aaron Jones listen to the ULM rep 
discuss the wonders of the campus. 


One of the activities of 
Student Support Services is to 
deliver workshops throughout 
the semester to help students 
with their study skills. A new 
feature this year has been the 
"Study.. .Grab. ..and Go!" sessions, 
which give quick info along with 
some food to help students with 
different skills. To the left, Mrs. 
Dawson delivered a session on 
the deadly mistakes of essay 
writing. 
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Student Support Services 





Dr. Daniels talks 
with the students 
about effective 
study skills in aSSS 
workshop, as 
Arnon Drake looks 
on. Tybrea Vivians 
reviews the study 
material during the 
presentation. 


Learning 


Playing 


Studying 


Living 



The Hinds crew 
arriving on the ULM 
campus. 



Ruth Drake 

attentively listening to 
a presenter during a 
SSS workshop. 



Hanging out in the 
ULM commons. 



Student Support Services 
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Alcorn 


Kl Alcorn 

^ m State University 


President Alfred Rankins visits campus 


"The place where the air is a little bit cleaner, the grass is a little bit greener, 
and the water is a little bit sweeter - it's just a little bit closer to heaven!" 


During his 2017 college tour, Alcorn's President 
Dr. Alfred Rankins, Jr. paid a visit to the Utica 
campus to speak with students about the 
programs and scholarship opportunities available 
to future Braves. Utica and Alcorn have long 
enjoyed a special relationship. In fact, we've 
shared a college president in Dr. Walter 
Washington, the first African American to earn a 
PhD from a predominantly white institution in 
Mississippi. 




Utica's behavioral awareness day program 



Allison Allen and Hope Ragan share Edmond McDonald delivers a Natural Sciences chair, Dr. Noel The Utica community gathering to 

information about behavioral health. passionate address. Gardner. hear today's message. 
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Campus Events 





Nicholas McKinney plays William Holtzclaw during a special dramatic 
presnetation of his legacy. Carolyn Marion played Mrs. Holtzclaw, below. 



Celebrating 114 years of 
educational excellence in Utica 




Our Founder’s Day program was extra- 
special this year for a number of reasons. 
First, we had the unveiling of Utica's 
contribution toward the 100 People 
Passionate About FHinds program. The 
humanities class performed a special 
dramatic retelling of Holtzclaw's journey 
from Tuskegee to Utica. The Jubilee 
Singers blessed the crowd with several 
selections. And former Vice President Dr. 
George Barnes delivered our Founder's 
Day address. 
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Why do you even matter? 

I matter because I feel like I am a very important person in the world. Why 
wouldn't I matter when I bring joy to people's faces? My life also means a lot 
to somebody, such as my family and friends. I matter because I am a part of 
history. You can always say that I went to this school or I played ball for this 
school years from now. I feel like I matter because everyone is part of the 
world and that a little bit of everybody means something, so why not me? 

- Davontae Brewster 


I matter for just being a student at Hinds Community College "THE" Utica 
Campus. My name is Adriana Kemp and I play basketball here and I am a 
STEM student. This yearbook shows how important and appreciative the 
Utica Campus loves and cares for the students at Hinds CC. The Utica 
Campus makes everybody feel like they matter here and I can't wait to relive 
those memories. 

- Adriana Kemp 





Athletics 




Hinds competes in 12 sports in NJCAA 
intercollegiate play. While only the men's and 
women's basketball teams are housed on the 
Utica campus, Utica students are eligible to 
complete on any Hinds team. Here are a few of 
this year's sports highlights: 


FOOTBALL: This year saw student pep rally 
buses transporting students to each home 
football game. While the team had a rebuilding 
year, going 2-7 for the season, Hinds fans still had 
a lot to be excited about this season, with former 
Eagle Malcolm Butler returning to the Super 
Bowl. 

SOCCER: MACJC & Region 23 Champs! 

TRACK & FIELD: Hinds took home a number 
of awards at the NJCAA Indoor National 
Championships, finishing 5th in the nation! 

Utica's own Eric Richard brought home fourth 
place in the high jump with a mark of 6'10"! 

BASEBALL: The Eagles entered the season 
ranked 17 in the nation. 

SOFTBALL: A new state-of-the-art lighted 
softball stadium welcomed fans this year. 

TENNIS: The Lady Eagles won two state and 
regional championships. 
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THE BULLDOGS 



UTICA HIRES NEW ASSISTANT COACH 

story by Hinds sports information 

Over the summer, Hinds Community College head 

■ basketball coach Ralph Moore made a slam dunk hire. 

Moore added Jackson native Randy Bolden to his staff as 
an assistant coach. 

Bolden comes to Hinds after spending the last nine 
seasons as the head coach at Meridian High School, 
leading the Wildcats to one state title in 2011. Bolden was 
very influential in the development of current Utah Jazz 
forward Rodney Hood. Before his stop at Meridian High School, he served as 
the head coach at Pearl High School for three years. 

"I am very excited about the opportunity to be a part of the Hinds family. It 
feels good to be back in thejackson area and I can't wait to coach in this league" 
Bolden said. 

Bolden handled the scouting and recruiting efforts for the team this season. 




Baseball is a very competitive sport and demands a lot of physical strength 
and determination. College basketball is very demanding due to its 
endless practice and workouts. Basketball requires passion and heart for 
the sport. The Hinds Bulldogs are not just a team, they have grown to 
become a family that looks out for each other not only in the court but 
academically and when they feel a teammate is falling behind, the 
Bulldogs work together to ensure that their teammate's issue is catered 
to. The Bulldogs motivate each other and believe that team work is how 
true success is achieved. Everyone on the team has their shared strengths 
and talents and those strengths and talents are applied on the court. The 
Bulldogs are not only known to be beasts on the court but they are very 
involved in campus activities and programs. Bulldogs are also members 
of STEM, Phi Theta Kappa, Student Support Services, Peer Educators 
and a number of other outstanding programs on the Utica Campus. 






"Great players are willing to give up their 
own personal achievement for the 
achievement of the group. It enhances 
everybody." 

Kareem Abdul Jabbar 


"Nobody should 
expect more of you 
than you expect of 
yourself. " 

Carmelo Anthony 



“Micheal Jordan may 
have been the best 
basketball player in 
history, but he 
couldn't have won 
the six NBA titles 
without a team." 


Mark Hyman 


jT "Be the best version 
H of yourself in 
anything you do, 
you don't have to 
live anybody else's 
story." 



"You can't be afraid 
to fail, it's the only 
way to succeed." 

Lebron James 


•c Stephen Curry 

c 

_c 

O 




Every individual on the team has their different talents and skills on 
the court and the power of a team is discovred when each person 
applies their skills and talents as a shared effort to achieve success. 
No dream is too small and no goal is too big. It is through 
knowing failure that you strive for success. 

Handwork will never go recognized or unappreciated. 



Marcus Roberts 



Kourey Davis 
Men's Basketball 
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Octavia Barnes 
Jackson, Miss. 


Rickera Martin 
McComb, Miss. 


Isheer Davis 
Raymond, Miss. 


Adriana Kemp 
Bay Springs, Miss. 



The Hinds Lady Bulldogs basketball team 
concluded the program's best season in 
more than 20 years with a berth in the 
Region XXIII championship game March 
10th. A win meant an automatic berth in 
the NJCAA National Tournament. 



"I am proud of our players and coaching staff for all of their hard work thus 
far,” Reed said, nothing the post-season wins were especially satisfying after 
a 22 -year dry spell in the regional playoff. "Our goal at the beginning of the 
season was to get over the hump and make the post-season." 


Women's Basketball 










The Lady Bulldogs are not only achievers in sports but they 
also very supportive in campus activities and show their 
support throughout the campus by attending speeches and 
events. The Lady Bulldogs are highly admired on the Utica 
Campus for their hard work and success not only on the 
court but academically and also have mentored the girls to 
achieve for success and always aim at being better than the 
best. With their dedicated efforts on the court, the Lady 
Bulldogs are known to also be very dedicated to their 
education and all the Lady Bulldogs plan on transferring to 
a four year institution to play basketball and continue their 
education. 


"I matter because I inspire 
people and I have younger 
family members that look up to 
me. Basketball matters to me 
because I have been playing it 
since I was child and I LOVE IT! 
After graduating from Hinds I 
will continue my education at a 
University while playing 
basketball." 


Women's 








Cheer Life with 




Women's basketball player Tyesha 
Stevens roots on the men after the 
women's victory! 


Go ! FIGHT! WIN! 


ChEerleading ranges from chanting, to 
into lse physical activity for sports team 
motvation, audience entertainment, or 
competition based upon organized routines. 
Competitive routines typically range 
anywhere from one to three minutes, and 
contain components of tumbling, dance, 
jumps, cheers, and stunting. The purpose of 
cheerleading is to motivate the team and fans 
during a competitive sporting event. 


The cheerleader sponsor for Hinds Community College 
campus is Mrs. Chelia Woodfork-Thompson. She has 
been the sponsor for cheerleading for three years. When 
asked "What qualities do you look for when you are 
recruiting for cheerleading?" she responded "I look for a 
prior cheerleader experience and the willingness and 
ability to learn quickly." Mrs. Woodfork-Thompson has 
been the sponsor for cheerleading for three years and 
over this span of time has created many memories. 

"One of the funniest memory is when I switch hats from 
recruiter to coach, one of the saddest is having to cut 
students from the program and one of the proudest 
memories are when I am representing our campus and 
graduating with honors."- Chelia Woodfork-Thompson. 



Cheerleading 





the Cheer Squad 



The 2016-2017 Cheer Squad includes Starkisha Flowers, Latesha 
Carter, Porsha Boston, Ceanna Crosby, Lillian Greer, Alisia Bracey, 
Monica Williams, Tekeyah Tillman, Verneisha Jackson, Jerricka Cain, 
Alexis Williamson, Tybrea Vivans, Jasmine Jackson, and Shakira Rias, 
here posing with the Raymond Rangers Cheerleaders. 








Phi 


Theta 


Kappa 


The Community College 
Honors Society 

The purpose of Phi Theta Kappa is to recognize and 
encourage scholarship among two-year college 
students. To achieve this purpose, Phi Theta Kappa 
provides opportunity for the development of 
leadership ana service, for an intellectual climate for 
exchange of ideas and ideals, for lively fellowship for 
scholars, and for stimulation of interest in continuing 
academic excellence. PTK's mission is to recognize 
and encourage the academic achievement of two- 
year college students and; to provide opportunities 
for individual growth and development through 
participation in honors, leadership, service and 
fellowship programming. 



Madam President Ndishabandi introducing 
herself to new PTK members, along with Madam 
Vice President Richmond. 



New members of the Alpha Beta Xi chapter of PTK were 
inducted in the fall. From the left, Vice-President Debra Mays- 
Jackson, Eddie Perry, Tybrea Vivians, Erykah Wilson, Teraneka 
Terrell, Ra’Shay Watts, Kathryn Green, ArTashia Stewart, 
Areleatha Gipson, Marion Brooks, Jeffrey Fairley, and Academic 
Dean Dr. Marquise Loving. 



VP of Recruitment Richard Neal 


A 5-Star Chapter 

The Alpha Beta Xi chapter is a proud 5-Star Chapter within PTK, 
the highest chapter designation within the organization. Each 
star level progresses the chapter through increasing 
responsibilities and involvement in local, regional, national, and 
international activities. Each year, our PTK chapter submits a 
detailed plan of activities including a Honors in Action project, 
a College Project Award, and at least one other individual 
award. 

This year, we used a theme of Natural vs. Engineered to focus 
on the vegetation we eat has been applied to this question of 
genetically modified foods. While foods have been engineered 
to increase production, what are the risks of using GMO 
ingredients? One primary question we asked was "Do you feel 
it is necessary to sacrifice the natural world in order to survive?" 
The question really made us think and debate the various 
options available to us. 




Phi Theta Kappa 









Dr. Jackson named PTK 
Distinguished College Administrator 

Dr. Jackson was one of 24 college administrators nationwide 
honored with the Distinguished College Administrator Award 
presented by Phi Theta Kappa. The award is given to college 
vice presidents, deans or directors who have demonstrated 
strong support for PTK during their tenure. Dr. Jackson and 
Pearl River Community College Vice President Dr. Martha 
Smith were the only Mississippi honorees this year. 
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Treasurer Lillian Greer 



Phi Theta Kappa 
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EXCELLENCE 


National Technical Honor Society 



NTHS is the honorary organization 
for technical students on the Utica 
Campus. Each year, outstanding 
students from career and technical 
programs are nominated for 
membership into NTHS. In addition 
to maintaining at least a 3.0 
cumulative GPA, members must be 
recommended by their instructors 
and be in good standing with their 
program of study. Members of the 
Utica chapter are involved in 
community service activities and 
seek to promote the value of 
technical education. 

Nationally, NTHS has recognized 
nearly 1 million members since its 
inception over 30 years ago. Each 
year, the organization awards over 
$250,000 in scholarships. 
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National Technical Honor Scoiety 




2016-2017 NTHS Inductees 


Amber Lee, Brenda Lee, Memorie Lee, Tra’Kala Robinson, 
Travanda Ellis, Ra’Shay Watts, Mahyem Yisreal, and Khiuqita Young, 
pictured below with Dean Shelton, Dean Rush, and CTE counselor 

Lillian Grigsby. 







National Technical Honor Scoiety 




The Utica Campus talent show is one event that most students are 
excited to attended because it is the opportunity to showcase talent 
and a time for everyone to cheer their friends on and have a good 
time. Most students are excited to attend the event and showcase their 
talents. Students came with talents such as singing, dancing, 
acting, exercise talent and also cheer talent. The crowd is the greatest 
motivation that gives the performers the enthusiasm and courage to 
perform. The performers surprised the audience with their talent while 
other performers gave the crowd agood laugh out of their act. Monica 
Williams (hostofthetalentshow) alongsideTybreaViviansand Jorene 
Evans (assistant hosts) make the talent show more lively and exciting 
each time an act is finished with their performance by creating a play 
or a dance that helps gear the crowd up for the next performance. 
They have the crowd laughing and waiting anxiously on the next 
performer. After all performances are done and the judges are adding 
up the votes, Monica Williams invites members of the audience to 
come and perform and surprisingly there are more people coming 
from the audience than there were acts that performed in the contest. 
Majority of the students decide to showcase their vocals and the 
audience decides to cheer them along by singing along. I took a 
glimpse at the judges and they are singing right along with the crowd. 
As soon as the talent show is over, the entire crowd, including the 
judges decided to get up and dance. This event is truly one of the 
events where you experience talent and humor at the same time. 




Monica Williams, the host of the 
Talent show is so full of energy 
and humor. She has the crowd 
laughing and dancing. The 
crowd was going along dancing 
with her and answering her trivia 
questions while the performers 
were getting ready. The talent 
show did not consist of a dull 
moment because Monica had it 
to where everyone was either 
glued to their seats waiting 
enthusiastically for the next act 
or up their feet dancing. 



The audience cheering on the p< 



The performers give themselves a round of 
applause for their amazing talent. 


Tevin Sylvester surprised the crowd when he stood up and took 
the mic and sang '"'Take me to Church" by Hozier, the crowd was 
so moved that they sang along and Shelby and Wilson got up and 
sang right along their choir partner. 


showcase 
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"Talent is a universal gift, but it 
takes a lot of courage to use it. 
Don't be afraid to be the best." 

Paulo Coelho 



Jeffery and 
Lulu taking 
a picture 
with her 
doll at the 
talent 
show. 


Daphine Ndishabandi 








'"'Your talent determines what you can do, Your motivation determines how much you are 
willing to do while your attitude determines how well you do it." 






"Dance is my 
passion." 


The beautiful 
duo 


"Dance is 
how I 
express 
myself." 


Tekeyah 
Tillman's 
beautiful dance 
routine. 


"Talent is a 
gift worth 
sharing with 
the world." 


erformers while they perform. It is such a supportive audience. 


Tybrea Vivians and 
Jorene Evans giving the 
audience a good laugh 
while warming them up 
for the next act. 


One thing we all know 
about Nunu is that girl 
loves to dance. 


Padrian had the ladies 
screaming in their 
seats while singing, 
"You Should Let Me 
Love You" by Mario. 


The judges enjoying a 
good laugh. Dean Shears, 
Ms. Burks and Ms.Ero. 


Mr. Knox and Ms. Crystal 
showing support. 


Ten Toes Down, the 
best hosts to ever host a 
talent show. They are so 
full of energy and wit. 


They showcase a 
talent of humor and 
energy. Some times 
talent is all about being 
brave enough not to be 
afraid. 


This talent show not only show cased talent but showcased humor and fun. As students some times we forget that we need 
to take a break and have fun and let lose from all the 11:59's that will be due in a few hours. The talent show can also be seen 
as a way to express yourself in ways that most people might not know about you. Some people have hidden talents and it 
takes the right energy and co-hosts to reveal it. The Utica Campus is a family that supports each other through everything. 
Most students who live far away from home see the Utica Campus as a home away from home and events such as the 
talent show help students fell at home. 


Talent Showcase 










Mr. Utica, Zavier Smith 


T he biggest adventure you can take, is to live of your Dreams. A dream 
is a dominant idea that is ever present within us and constantly provokes 
us to greatness and awakens a desire to do all that we can to be more than 
we are. 

To President Mays-Jackson, Administration, Faculty, Staff, Family, Friends, 
Alumni and especially to my Bulldog Family. Hinds in Utica was not my first 
choice of college, but when I decided to attend I was so glad that I did. When 
I first arrived on campus, I was pessimistic about how my experience at Utica 
would be, but once I started getting used to the campus, I began to like it and 
tell others that they should come here. I’ve met so many great people and 
experienced a lot of opportunities on the Utica Campus that I may not have 
gotten anywhere else as an undergraduate student. I can remember like 
yesterday my first visit to the campus; Miss Utica Campus 2015-2016 Brensha 
Richardson looked at me and said you will be the next Miss Utica. And here I 
am today reigning as your 2016-2017 Miss Utica Campus. Brensha thank you 
for believing in someone you didn’t know and had only met one time which 
was only a few minutes. You saw something in me that no one else saw and 
even some still don’t see. I want to give a special thanks to God because 
without him, I would not be here. I have been through so many things in my 
short life and when I say even at this age, “if it had not been for the Lord on 
my side, where would I be, I really mean where would I be!” 

In closing, I want to thank my family members who have supported me, my 
campaign team and especially to all those who voted for me. I love you all, 
thank you all and Cod bless! 


Mr. and Miss Utica delivered speeches to 
the assembled crowds at the Homecoming 
coronation celebration. Reprinted here are 
the texts of those speeches. 


G ood evening! To Vice President Mays-Jackson, Administrators, 
Faculty, family, friends, and to the illustrious students of Hinds 
Community College Utica Campus! 

Six months ago, I stood before you and humbly asked for your 
vote to becomeyour 2016-2017 Mr. Utica Campus. I would like to give 
you a warm thank you because without you, Cod and my parents, 
none of this would be possible. I pledge to represent our institution 
with the utmost dignity and respectfulness that it truly deserves. As 
Mr. Utica, I said that I would take your ideas and encourage those 
ideas to blossom. I truly believe that I have, along with the helping 
hand of my beautiful queen, Lillian. 

As we continue the homecoming festivities, I hope you remember 
all the wonderful events we have had leading up to this special night 
and the remaining activities we will have tomorrow. I think you can 
all agree with me when I say this has been a fun-filled week and year 
so far; however, the best is yet to come. Thank you again and let's 
continue to have a blessed year! 


Miss Utica, Lillian Greer 



Mr. & Miss Utica Messages 
















The marriage and family class is a class that teaches students the values of marriage, children, family 
and relationships. This class is beyond a textbook and a test, it is an opportunity for students to learn 
about the important values of family, how to determine if someone is truly ready to have children and 
also determine if the relationships that most people are involved in are healthy for them. 


The mock wedding is an event that students of the Marriage 
and Family class plan and prepare with the help of their 
Instructor Brenda Baker by coming up with wedding colors, 
venue, menu, dresses and suits, flowers, decorations and 
invitations. The students worked hand in hand to come to 
an agreed conclusion of what is necessary for the wedding 
to be a success. 

On the day of the wedding, Students had already prepared 
their makeup, hair and accessories. The bride, with the help of 
Instructor Brenda Baker, is dressed in a beautiful traditional white 
gown and is pampered on her big day ready to walk down the 
aisle and say "I do." The maids of the bride are wearing beautiful 
royal blue dresses while the men are dressed in black suits. The 
most emotional moment of the weeding is when the bride is 
walking down the aisle with her father (mock father, Mitchell 
Shears), her dress is flowing gracefully while she prepares to say 
her vows. This experience not only gives the students an 
opportunity to participate in the wedding but it gives students a 
taste of the reality of marriage. It's not only about teaching 
students the benefits and importance of marriage but also 
educating students on ways to over come the obstacles in 
marriage in order to be able to stay married. The Marriage and 
Family class is a class that focuses on the interests of its students 
and their perspective on life, marriage, family and relationships. 


Ms. Tyzina 
Broome & Aaron 
Jones 


Trevon Johnson & 
Cordasha Bland 


These beautiful women share 
their beautiful voices and 
emotion while they sing for the 
bride and groom. This is such 
an enlightening and emotional 
moment. 


Brenda Baker is 
the Marriage and 
Family Instructor 
who has worked 
with her students 
to make this team 
possible and also 
with the help of 
her team hat 
helped her 
prepare the 
amazing event. 


Mr. Willie 
Perkins, Mrs. 
Deloris Green, Ms. 
Brenda Baker, Dr. 
Vanessa Wilson, 
Dr. Mitchell 
Shears 


Mr. William Wright, 
Miss. Marquetta 
Moore, 

Mr. Demitri Hilliard 


The beautiful 
set up! 


the groom.. You may kiss the 
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Father & Mother 
of the bride, Dr. 
Mitchell Shears 
& Dr. Vanessa 
Wilson 


A WEDDING IS HERE... 


Shavonnah Knight & 
Dustin Grant 


Quatangena 
Anderson & 
Tevin Sylvester 


u gh Carson & M^ Miss McKenzie 
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What a beautiful bride and such a 
beautiful smile. The joy of a bride and 
her big moment. Little Miss Caeliegh 
Carson is the beautiful flower girl and 
looks so stunning in her beautiful 
dress. This is an important moment 
in every brides life because as young 
girls, they grow up planning this big 
day from the moment they could say 
the word "yes!" 


Mock Wedding 

















Freshman Class 




Favorite "U" Memory 

My favorite memory so far on the 
Utica campus has been winning 
Miss Freshman. It was a normal 
day, just basically going to class, 
when they told all of the freshmen 
to go to the theater. I wasn't going 
to go, but my friends told me to go 
up there. I didn't think I would win, 
so when I did, you know what time 
it was: time to shop! We couldn't 
find our own dress, but had to wear 
just about the same thing. 

The night of coronation I was so 
nervous. I thought I was the cutest 
and just because someone had the 
same dress on as me didn't mean 
anything. My makeup was so fleek. 
Everyone that I was cool with came 
and support me. I couldn't ask for 
anything else. If I had the chance to 
do it over again, I wouldn't because 
it was perfect just as it was. 

- Daphanie Bryant 





Freshman Class 




Sophomore Class 


ArTashia's Accident 

Profile by Takiah Rodgers 

ArTashia Stewart was born in asmall 
town in Mississippi, from a close- 
knit family. When you meet her, you 
will grow to love her because of how 
kind hearted she is. ArTashia was 
one of the first people I met when I 
arrived on the Utica campus last 
summer. She decided to major in 
physical therapy because she wants 
to help people. She actually ended 
up in Utica almost by accident. She 
was planning to enroll at Raymond, 
but the dorms were full, so she came 
to Utica. When ArTashia became 
part of the Utica Campus, she grew 
to love it because of how close-knit 
the campus is, just like herfamily and 
hometown. Her favorite moment of 
her life on campus was becoming 
Miss Sophomore because "never in 
a million years" did she think that 
would happen. ArTashia is also an 
active member in Phi Theta Kappa 
which she enjoys because of the 
chance it’s given her to brighten her 
future. 





Sophmore Class 



NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF 
BLACK JOURNALISTS 


WWW.NABJ.ORG 


nwBji 


The National Association of Black Journalists (NABj) is an organization of 
journalists, students and media-related professionals that provides quality 
programs and services to and advocates on behalf of black journalists 
worldwide. 


Founded by 44 men and women on December 12, 1975, in Washington, D.C., 
NABJ is the largest organization of journalists of color in the nation. 


Many of NABJ's members also belong to one of the professional and student 
chapters that serve black journalists nationwide. 


NABJ holds an annual convention and career fair each summer with dozens of 
plenary sessions and workshops for professional development. The career fair 
draws hundreds of recruiters and is among the best means of finding a job in 
the industry. The annual Salute to Excellence awards and special recognition 
honors (Lifetime Achievement, Journalist of the Year, Community Service, etc.) 
are bestowed at each convention. 

Each year, NABJ awards nearly $100,000 in scholarships and internships to 
college and high school students nationwide, as well as fellowships for seasoned 
professionals. 


WHUC News 7 

WHUC is our campus TV station, with 
hundreds of videos produced each year by 
students in Radio/TV Production. Catch 
them on Facebook! 


The NABJ Media Institute provides professional development and technical 
training for black journalists at venues across the country. 

NABJ is headquartered on the campus of the University of Maryland-College 
Park, 1100 Knight Flail, Suite 3100, College Park, Maryland 20742. 

Every two years, the membership elects a president and national board of 
directors to govern NABJ. An executive director leads the national office staff. 

NABJ is committed to the following: 

Strengthening ties among black journalists; 

Sensitizing all media to the importance of fairness in the workplace for black 
journalists; 

Expanding job opportunities and recruiting activities for veteran, young and 
aspiring black journalists, while providing continued professional 
development and training; 

Increasing the number of black journalists in management positions and 
encouraging black journalists to become entrepreneurs; 

Fostering an exemplary group of professionals that honors excellence and 
outstanding achievements by black journalists, and outstanding achievement 
in the media industry as a whole, particularly when it comes to providing 
balanced coverage of the black community and society at large; 

Working with high schools and colleges to identify and encourage black 
students to become journalists, and to diversify faculties and related 
curriculum; and 

Providing informational and training services to the general public. 
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Richard Simmons at the 
University & Career Fair. 



Delois Brown covering the 
Cosmetology department's 


move. 



Jaye Reed on the tennis beat. 



Derrell Smith interviewed Dr. 
Cooper about his lecture. 



Curtis Cainwell interviews 
Cedric Smith on Real Talk. 



Jaylon Gooden with the 6pm 
news. 



Evander Carter on the 


Afrocentric Wear Contest. 



Richard Simmons and Hinds 
Hero Mr. Gerald Collins on 
Real Talk. 


National Association For Black Journalists 
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Champions a/ Work 


Utica campus students place 
at SkillsUSA competition! 


1st Place 

Mr. Keith Evans, Carpentry 
Ms. Yvonne Johnson, Carpentry 

2nd Place 

Mr. James Chapman, Culinary Arts 

3rd Place 

Ms. Delois Brown, Radio/TV Broadcasting 
competing in Job Skills Demonstration Open 


SkillsUSA winners are 
eligible for scholarships, 
internships, and job 
offers! 


SkillsUSA offers competitive activities in which students strive to achieve in 
a variety of occupational skill and leadership areas. Competition in skill and 
personal achievement is encouraged at all levels. Leadership contests 
include public speaking, parliamentary procedure, safety, Opening and 
Closing ceremonies, and job interviewing. Occupational skill contests 
include the building trades, health occupations, automotive technology, 
the electrical /electronics industry and personal services. Among many 
others, there are competitions for outstanding SkillsUSA chapter, 
community service, entrepreneurship and customer service. 

Competitions begin locally and continue through the state and national 
levels. Some states also have district competitions. In most contests at the 
national championships, SkillsUSA presents medallions to the top three 
winners. In other contests, more than three medals may be presented if a 
standard is met. State and local contests may include the official national 
contests, but may also include contests not offered at the national level. 

The contests are organized and run through a partnership of industry, labor 
and education. These partners provide awards as well. More than 5,500 
students - winners from their states - compete in the $35-million national 
event, which covers exposition space equivalent to 16 football fields. 

SkillsUSA is the official U.S. representative to the WorldSkills Competition. 
Select winners from the SkillsUSA Championships train for one year before 
competing at the biennial internationals. SkillsUSA competitions develop 
enthusiasm for learning and a sense of accomplishment. By recognizing 
students’ skills and abilities, the competitions promote professional 
development and appreciation of quality job skills. The events also stimulate 
public, and specifically student, interest in career and technical training. 


Mrs. Ethel Jones examines the settings 
on her 990-PS712 Programmable 
Controller System. This piece of 
equipment is a" trainer" for electronics 
labs. 



Skills USA 






Utica 



Utica Night Out is a community effort to recognize and appreciate the community police's efforts to serve 
and protect the Utica Community. Utica Night Out is the community's strategy to say, "Thank You." 

Hinds Community College, Phi Theta Kappa, Alpha Beta Xi Chapter is very involved in community activities. 
The students help in serving food to members of the community, setting up, and encouraging members 
of the community to engage in activities. PTK also enjoys a good time exchanging conversation and 
information about volunteering opportunities in the community. 



The Utica Campus basketball team is another organization on the Utica Campus that is highly involved 
in community activities and programs. The basketball team came out to Utica Night Out to show their 
support to members of the community. Their high and positive spirit motivated children from the 
community to engage in activities, such as the dance off and a few creative mind games. 


The Phi Theta Kappa, Alpha Beta Xi Chapter on the Utica campus participates in 
the Utica Night Out event every year to demonstrate service and represent the 
campus' involvement in the community. The Utica Night Out event is one of many 
that members of the Utica community put together to recognize and appreciate 
the efforts of the Utica Police Department. We can all imagine the responsibilities 
of the police officers in the community and the hours that they dedicate to ensure 
a crime and drug free environment. The Utica community is a peaceful community 
thanks to the police department which works diligently while sacrificing time from 
their own families and children to make sure that everyone else's families and 
children are safe. 

The Phi Theta Kappa members, Lady Bulldogs, and other members of the 
community were able to thank and appreciate the police officers and their 
department for their sacrifices. The PTK members served members of the 
community food, passed out tickets, and encouraged the community to get 
involved in the fun activities. The Lady Bulldogs got everyone up on their feet 
dancing to the music. It was an amazing experience to watch the community and 
the Utica campus come together. This should remind us of Mr. Holtzclaw's dream 
of the community coming together and supporting each other in being successful. 


Utica's Lady Bulldogs 



The Utica Lady Bulldogs came out to support. 

"When we show up, we show out! The community comes to support us at our games and it 
means a lot for us to come and support them at such an honoring and amazing event." 



Before we can change the world we have to look at our nation and its 
flaws. We cannot help our nation heal if our country is divided and 
broken. Despite the hope, we cannot cure our country if our 
communities are damaged and broken. The key to changing the world, 
healing our country and repairing our communities starts by changing 
our hearts to love and accept people for who they are. 




Students from the Utica Campus 
lining up on Main Street for the 
parade. 

Left: Members of the community 
with their Utica Night Out Attire. 









11 This, then is my task, the war that I must wage; 
and I propose to stay on the firing line and fight 
the good fight of faith" 

— Mr. William Holtzclaw 





Vice President of Phi Theta Kappa, 
Caitlin Richmond helping serve 
food to members of the 
community. 



This activity was a great experience for me as a new Phi Theta 
Kappa Member by exposing me to the importance of 
community involvement." 

Breanna Gillard, Phi Theta Kappa Member 


Fun games were put in place for the children while the rest of the 
community enjoyed a hot meal and good music. 



" The best moments in life come from creating memories with 
the people around you. Being part of this community activity 
has realfy opened my eyes up to the importance of tne 
community and thePolice Departments responsibilities in the 
community. I am grateful to be part of this experience and I will 
take so much from it to apply to my life." 

Richard Neal 

Officer in Phi Theta Kappa 




the vice president's 
scholarship Sc hall of honors gala 
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Athletics: Alonzo Bradley 

A native of Flower Mound, Texas, 
Alonzo Bradley was a Utica Junior 
College standoutfrom 1973-1975. He 
was inducted into the 2016 National 
Junior College Athletic Association 
(NJCAA) Men’s Basketball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame. As a result 
of his success athletically and academically, Bradley 
garnered numerous awards including being twice 
named to the NJCAA All-America team and earning 
the Governor's Merit Award of Excellence in 1975. 
Bradley led Texas Southern University to back-to- 
back NAIA national tournament appearances. 



Politics: Gregory Holloway 

Rep. Holloway is a graduate of 
Hazlehurst High School. He earned 
a B.A. degree in political science 
from Alcorn State University, and a 
M.A. degree in Public Policy and 
Administration from JSU. He is a 
Henry Toll Fellow for the class of 
2004 at the University of Kentucky in Lexington. He 
was elected into the Mississippi House of 
Representatives in 2000. Holloway serves as vice 
chairman of the Universities and Colleges Committee 
in the Mississippi House of Representatives and is a 
member of the Agriculture, Municipalities, Public 
Property, Entergy and Rules committees. 



Alumni: Willie Bradley 



A native of Edwards, Bradley 
attended Hinds AHS from 1968-1971 
and Utica Junior College from 
1977-1978. While at UJC, Bradley 
participated in a number of sports 
and was inducted into the Sports 
Hall of Fame. Bradley is an active 
member of the Edwards Revival Center, serving as 
church trustee and participating on the church food 
service committee, preparing food for the 
community. He volunteers his time to support and 
promote events on the Utica Campus. He has been 
married to his wife, Earlean for 42 years. 


Arts: Tracy James 

James, an Ohio native, is best known 
for her angelic voice and her ability 
to reach the masses with her gift of 
song. She has worked as a voice 
music teacher and as a choir director 
for the Women’s and Pastoral 
Choirs of First Church of Cod. She 
is currently a vocal music teacher with Columbus 
(OH) City Schools. James has taught voice on many 
levels for 33 V 2 years. James is also choir director for 
the Columbus Girls’ Choir, The Kids Are Music Choir, 
Upward Bound and The Young Scholars at Ohio 
State University. 



STEM: Afrachanna Butler 

Butler is a 1996 graduate of Hinds 
AHS. Butler graduated from JSU. 
In 2000, she received her B.S. in 
biology, in 2002, a master’s in 
biology, and in 2009 a Ph.D. in 
environmental science. Butler 
currently works as a research 
physical scientist for the U.S. Army Engineer 
Research & Development Center (ERDC). Butler 
has received many awards, including the NWC 
Career Achievement for Research Leadership, the 
U.S. Army Achievement Medal for Civilian Service, 
the U.S. Army Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Technology Transfer. 



Education: Jesse Killingsworth 

Dr. Killingsworth Sr. of Utica 
retired from Hinds Community 
College in 2013 as dean of Career- 

H Technical Education after 35 
years. He worked for Utica Junior 
College from 1972 to 1981 and 
Hinds from 1987 to 2013. He 
served as mayor of Utica from 2008 to 2009. He 
is Hinds’ 2010 Executive of the Year, IAAP, Utica 
Magnolia Chapter. Killingsworth served as adviser 
for the Student Government Association and the 
Veteran Club. He also served as president of the 
MACJC Dean and Directors of Vocational- 
Technical Education -State. 


Religion: Kenneth Thrasher 

Kenneth M. Thrasher of Hazlehurst 
graduated from Hinds-Utica in 1997 
with a degree in music education. In 
2013 he completed a B.S. degree in 
Interdisciplinary Studies/ Religion 
and Humanities from Liberty 
University, graduating Cum Laude. 
He is the founder and currently Chief Operations 
Officer of Safe Place Daycare and Learning Center of 
Hazlehurst and senior pastor of Apostolic Worship 
Center Church of Jackson. He has been awarded an 
Army Commendation Medal, Iraqi Campaign Medal, 
Overseas Service Ribbon, Armed Services Reserve 
Medal with M device. 



Community: The Walkers 

George and Julia Walker of Utica 
tMf have been Friends of the College 
« since 1978. The Walkers share a 
/ passion for education and 
I community service. Judy Walker 
taught school aged children for 
H many years. She worked as an 
elementary school teacher, a church school teacher, 
a bus driver and a minister of music for several Baptist 
churches. Julia served on Boards for Charleston 
Opera Company, Friends of Utica, Town of Utica 
Christmas Parade and the National Night Out 
Committee. She has a true passion for music and 
loves to teach others how to play piano and sing. 


Business: Mary Shears Williams 

t Williams of Byram attended Hinds 
AHS from 1979 to 1982 and Hinds- 
Utica Campus from 1982 to 1984. 
She received academic awards and 
titles including Ms. Library, Ms. 

College Music. She graduated 
with an A.A. degree in Applied Science in 1984 and 
obtained a B. A. in Business Administration from 
Belhaven University in 2003. Williams currently 
works in contract management and 
administration. She is assistant vice president of 
Sales Management for Trustmark National Bank. 



VP Scholarship Gala 






FRIDAY, THE THIRTY-FIRST OF MARCH 
TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN 
OLD CAPITAL INN, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

...an evening to remember! 






The Vice President's Scholarship and Hall of Honors Gala is 

an elegant evening designed to raise scholarships for 
students at the Utica Campus, while honoring those who 
have made substantial contributions to the life of the college 
and community. This year, thousands of dollars were raised 
for the endowed scholarship fund for deserving students. 

VP Scholarship Gala 
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Thinkfast, an interactive quiz show 
with audience participation, came to 
the campus this year. Seth Smith was 
our bis winner! 



Our fair campus! Photos by Tanzil 
Sallahudiin. 




Campus postermaster. Denny Spell 
shows off the new Mississippi 
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utica student wins 

mssHINDScomt)/ 

ABOUT CONSWALA'S WIN 

"I am Conswala Rudd and I was born in Jackson, Mississippi. I attend Hinds Community 
College in Utica, and I am majoring in cosmetology. When I finish college, I plan to work 
in a salon, then go back to school for my instructor's license. I really enjoy helping and 
teaching other people because I know I can make a positive impact on someone or put 
a smile on someone's face. While I am in college I tried something new. I attended Miss 
Metro Jackson Pageant on April 8, 2017 in Clinton, Mississippi where they crowned Miss 
Metro Jackson and Miss Hinds County. There were fifteen contestants in the pageant. I 
was blessed to be crowned Miss Hinds County. I won two crowns, one for hospitality 
and the other one for Miss Hinds County. I also won a three foot trophy. I am honored 
to have this title, and I will make a difference. I would like to say I am truly blessed and 
thankful for all the greatness in my life." 

WHY DO YOU MATTER? 

"I matter because I am here to make a difference. I come from an unfortunate home as a 
child. I had no one to teach me life values. I moved around a lot due to the Department 
of Human Services. As I grew older, things got a lot more complicated because of the 
negligence as a child. By the age of 17, I finally had a nice home, and someone to love 
me. This home gave me everything I needed to move on and not dwell on the past. I am 
now in college and I have set goals for myself. I know I can reach all of them. I have been 
helped so I want to help others. 

With the title of Miss Hinds County I will give motivational speeches to help all overcome 
any obstacles they have encountered in their life. Nothing is impossible so don't give up 
on yourself or your goals." 



"My greatest motivation is my little sister. She told me she 
wanted a crown and I made sure to prove not only to her but 
to myself that anything is possible when you set your heart, 
mind and a little prayer of faith." 
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"Even though I walk 
through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I fear 
no evil, for you are with 
me: Your rod and your 
staff, they comfort me. 

Psalm 23:4 


" I am very blessed to have had the 
opportunity to be the Editor in Chief of the 
Yearbook. Mr. Fuller has been the best 
mentor and adviser when it came to assisting 
the Yearbook team with what was required 
to make the yearbook a success. I have been 
part of the Yearbook team for two years and 
I am honestly blessed to have had this 
opportunity to not only lead but to serve my 
school in way that helped to preserve the best 
moments on the Utica Campus. Who ever 
thought a young lady from Uganda would 
have such an opportunity? I am grateful that 
Mr. Fuller believed in my capability to lead 
and I am thankful for my dedicated team." 

- Daphine Ndishabandi 
"Being part of Yearbook 
has been a rewarding and 
fun loving experience. 
Yearbook has help me 
explore the Utica campus, 
meet amazing, beautiful 
minded individuals, 

contribute to the campus 
become a member of a 
wonderful team. I hope new members will 
walk away with an even better experience. 
Special thanks to Mr. Fuller for going above 
and beyond for us. We thank you for your 
long hours of work and dedication, for 
wearing "many hats", your support, and 
most of all your faith in us. Thank you!" 

- Jessica Thompson 



legacy, 
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“Words cannot explain how 
grateful I am to be part of 
the yearbook. This has 
been a magnificent journey 
and such a blessing. 
Getting a chance to meet 
new people and to do their 
interviews was great. The 
yearbook is something that I can say put a 
smile on my face.Just helping put ittogether 
was a blessing. The yearbook is something 
I took seriously. And I would like to thank 
Mr. Fuller and Daphine Ndishabandi for 
allowing me to be a part of this journey 
again. I could not have asked Cod for a 
better journey than this. 

144 -Jerrica Jefferson 


2016-2017 Uticanite Staff 
Daphine Ndishabandi, Editor in Chief 
Jessica Thompson, Assistant Editor 
Jerrica Jefferson, Student Life Editor 
Jeffrey Fairley, Social Media Editor 

Staffers 

College Publications I: Travon Johnson, 
Tanzil Sallahudiin, Keilah Drake, Ruth 
Drake, Jason Wafosoh, Will Wright 
College Publications III: Lintondra Rice 

Adviser: Dan Fuller 



Daphine, Jessica, and Jerrica previewing the new book. 



Our low-tech ladder was a staple of yearbook life this year. ...as were the pizza parties. 



Jeffrey took our social media to new levels this year...#ULIFE FTW. 


colophon 

The Uticanite has been continuously 
published since 1954, with occasional 
editions dating back to the early 1900s 
during the foundational years of the 
institution. Volume numbering starts with 
the first Utica Junior College edition in 1954, 
making this volume 63. 

Thisyear's theme, "U Matter" was developed 
by the Uticanite editorial staff at the 
Walsworth Summer Workshop at Madison 
Central HS, led by Blaze Flayes. The theme 
plays off of the BLM movement and U for 
Utica, with the idea that HBCU students 
matter. 

Cover artwork was created from a Uticanite 
staff concept by Walsworth artist Mary 
Gibson, using Uticastudent photographs by 
Daphine Ndishabandi. 

The 144 page book was printed by 
Walsworth in Marceline, Missouri in a 9x12 
format on Anthem Plus/Legend Gloss 100# 
stock. The cover is 4-Color process printed 
on 100# FSC Certified paper mat laminated 
on 160 pt FSC board.The binding is smyth 
sewn. 150 copies were printed and sold at 
$40 each. 

Our yearbook sales representative was Ken 
Tally. Barb Tschannen was our customer 
service representative at the plant. 

Pages were created using OnlineDesign 
with a 9 column layout. We selected a 
standard color palate this year with formula 
colors F2300 (Hinds maroon), F1501 (Utica 
gold), F3301 (purple), F1001 (orange), 
F3201 (red), F5001 (green), F4502 (blue), 
along with formula black, gray 5 and white. 
Fonts are Ebony, Helvetica, and Briafor the 
U logo element. 

Uticanite staff photographers shot digital 
photos using a Canon Rebel and a Nikon 
D5200 . Portraits were taken by April Garon 
and Tammi Bowles, Hinds Public Relations 
in Raymond. Additional photography by 
Allison Morris, Mitchell Shears, and Evelyn 
Stewart. #Ulife photos were collected from 
student submissions via Instagam. 


Walsworth ’ 







“I have no time to sing minor notes. 
I have determined that the tune of my 
life shall be played on major keys.” 
> v - Willi am Holtzclaw ( 1915) 
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